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V’sein Tal U’'mattar

The topic of saying fal umattar is a very practical issue
that arises every day while davening the berachah of Bareich
Aleinu. Those who live in Eretz Yisrael start saying it at a
different time than those in chutz laaretz. Why is this so?
Until when is tal umattar recited? What happens if someone
from Eretz Yisrael is visiting America before tal umattar
is recited there? If someone from America travels to Eretz
Yisrael, what should he do regarding reciting tal umattar?
What happens if one forgets it in Bareich Aleinu? This issue
will deal with this topic in depth.

Source

We recite tal umattar' in the berachah of Bareich Aleinu.?
With these words, we ask Hashem for rain. The reason why
tal wmattar is placed in this berachah is because rain brings
growth and parnassah, and this is the theme of Bareich
Aleinu?

Saying tal umattar is different than the mention of rain in
the second berachah of Shemoneh Esrei.!

The key of rain is one of the keys that is in the hands of
Hashem and was not given over to messengers.’

When to Start Reciting 7al U'mattar

The Mishnah discusses when tal umattar should be

1 Inregards to the nature of the addition of tal wmattar, see Binyan Av 1:5.

2 Maseches Taanis 2a, Rambam, Hilchos Tefillah 2:16, Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 117:1.
Sefardim have a different berachah for the winter and summer (7ur 117, Beis
Yosef 117, Lekutei Maharich 1:page 77, Halachah Berurah 117:2).

3 Maseches Berachos 33a.

4  Maseches Berachos 33a, Rambam, Hilchos Tefillah 2:15; see Rashi, Maseches
Berachos 33a, “mazkirin.”

5  Maseches Taanis 2a.
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recited.® The halachah is that tal umattar should be recited
in Eretz Yisrael (and the surrounding areas)” on 7 Cheshvan,®
at Maariv’ Rain is needed at that time' since it is a land
of mountains and valleys." It is recited then because before
the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed, Jews were oleh regel and
would return home after Sukkos. The furthest distance one
traveled to be oleh regel was a traveling time of about two
weeks. If we would ask for rain before two weeks after Yom
Tov, these travelers would get wet on their way home. We
therefore wait until two weeks after Sukkos to start reciting
tal umattar. Another reason given is that until 7 Cheshvan
the fruits are placed in the field. In order not to ruin them we
don’t ask for rain until then."

According to the first reason above, perhaps today
when there is no Beis Hamikdash we should start saying
tal umattar right away in Eretz Yisrael. However, since
today people travel to the Kosel instead of being oleh regel,
although the trip is shorter than two weeks the time to begin
saying tal umattar remains 7 Cheshvan.”

6  Maseches Taanis 10a. Refer to Maseches Taanis 4b, Tosafos 2a, “im kein,” as to

why we mention rain earlier than we ask for it.

7 Yechaveh Daas 2:11, Halachah Berurah 117:4. Refer to Yechaveh Daas 2:11
regarding soldiers whose families are in Eretz Yisrael but are camped in a nearby
place, and when they should recite tal umattar.

8  Maseches Taanis 10a, Rambam, Hilchos Tefillah 2:16, Shulchan Aruch 117:1. (If
one did not recite it, he has to daven again; Mishnah Berurah 6.)

9  Shulchan Aruch 117:1, Levush 1, Aruch Hashulchan 3. One who forgot to ask for
rain at Maariv would have to repeat Shemoneh Esrei (Mishnah Berurah 6; see
Lechem Hapanim on Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 19:6). If one asked for rain on Isru
Chag, he does not repeat Shemoneh Esrei (Yabea Omer, O.C. 5:15, Yechaveh Daas
2:10, Lehoros Nosson 7:5, Ohr L'tzion 2:7:31, Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:18).

10 Mishnah Berurah 5.
11  Shulchan Aruch Harav 1, Aruch Hashulchan 2. See Yom Tov Sheini K hilchaso 10:1.
12 Aruch Hashulchan 2.

13 Refer to Ran, Maseches Taanis 10a, Ravya 848, Beis Yosef 117, Shulchan Aruch
Harav 1, Yechaveh Daas 1:73, Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:footnote 24. Today it
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In places outside of Eretz Yisrael, the time to begin
reciting tal umattar is at Maariv'* sixty days after the
equinox,” since rain is not needed before this time.'® This is
usually around December 4 or 5.7

We would be remiss if we did not mention the opinion
of the Rosh on this topic. The Rosh'® says that it does not
make sense to say fal umattar outside of Eretz Yisrael only
sixty day after the equinox. It should be said according to the
time when rain is needed, which can be before that time as
well."” As we know, in other countries the time for planting
is after Pesach and we can use rain during that time. In the
winter, many places do not need rain at all.** Although the
Rosh makes sense,* the halachah does not follow his opinion
(see below).” Some explain that Chazal wanted to establish
one time for all countries outside of Eretz Yisrael to start

is not such an issue if it rains since we have ways to protect ourselves — i.e.,
umbrellas (Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:footnote 24).

14  Tur 117, Shulchan Aruch 117:1, Mishnah Berurah 2.

15 Maseches Taanis 10a, Tosafos, Maseches Taanis, “hilchaso,” Rosh, Maseches
Taanis 4, Shibolei Haleket 21, Beis Yosef 117, Machatzis Hashekel 1, Shulchan
Aruch Harav 1, Mishnah Berurah 4, Aruch Hashulchan 3, Halachah Berurah 117:4.
See Igros Moshe, O.C. 4:17, 5:7.

16 Levush 117:1.

17 Refer to Maseches Taanis 10a, Rambam, Hilchos Tefillah 2:16, Shulchan Aruch,
0.C. 117:1, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 19:5, Halachah Berurah 117:5, Teshuvos
V’hanhagos 2:54. See Igros Moshe, O.C. 5:7, Yisrael V’hazemanim 1:11, 2:page 933-
934. Refer to Avnei Yushfei 1:153:3. See Elya Rabbah 3 regarding how to know
when sixty days after the equinox fall out.

18 Sheilos U Teshuvos Rosh 4:10, Tur 117.

19 Refer to Beis Yosef 117, Biur Halachah, “v'mihu,” “hatzrichim?
20 Aruch Hashulchan 4. See (Divrei Yatziv, O.C. 69).

21 Igros Moshe, O.C. 2:102.

22 Beis Yosef117, Taz 1. The Aruch Hashulchan 4 says if one follows the Rosh he may
be punished for it.
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saying tal umattar, or it would be too confusing to keep track
of when to ask for rain.®

Calling It Out *

Before Maariv of Shemoneh Esrei begins, the gabbai
should call out “fal umattar” in order that people should
know to say it.*® Even if he did not call it out, tal umattar is
recited during Maariv.* Tt is not proper for an individual to
say tal umattar aloud while he is davening Shemoneh Esrei to
remind people to say it.>”

When to Stop

The halachabh is that tal umattar is not recited after Erev
Pesach.”® It is no longer said at the same time in both Eretz
Yisrael and chutz laaretz.*

Some ask why we do not stop saying tal umattar two
weeks before Pesach so those on the way to be oleh regel do
not get wet from the rain, if we take into account those being
oleh regel before we begin saying tal umattar in Eretz Yisrael.

Some answer that when going to be oleh regel before

Sukkos, one wears summer clothes and will not be protected

23 Refer to Birchos Habayis 40:44.
24 Mishnah Berurah 7.

25 Mishnah Berurah 3, 236:7. See Maamar Mordechai 236:2, who argues. The sign
that says tal wmattar in shul is not muktzah (Shalmei Yehudah 3:9, Asei Lecha Rav
6:29).

26 Mishnah Berurah 3.

27  Orchos Rabbeinu 3:page 207:9 in the name of the Chazon Ish. See Kaf Hachaim
236:15.

28  Shulchan Aruch, O.C. 117:1. Whether one who forgot and said Baruch Aleinu
at Maariv because he davened a weekday Shemoneh Esrei should mention tal
umattar, see Biur Halachah, ‘ad.”

29 Mishnah Berurah 7.
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from the rain. However, when coming to be ole regel in the
spring before Pesach, one wears a jacket and is protected.*

Asking for Rain at the Wrong Time

Although we don’t hold like the Rosh mentioned above,
if one asked for rain in the time when we normally ask for
tal (and says vesein berachah), one would not have to say
tal umattar as well. However, he should daven again® (if
he finished Shemoneh Esrei already)* as a tefillas nedavah.®
(This is in a case where rain was not needed; see below.)**

If one did not take three® steps back yet, one should go
back to the berachah of Baruch Aleinu.*® If one remembered
before he finished the berachah of Baruch Aleinu, he should
go back to the beginning of the berachah.*

Forgot to Ask for Rain

One who forgot to ask for rain and has finished Shemoneh
Esrei (i.e., he took three steps back)® should go back to the
beginning of Shemoneh Esrei.** One who remembered before

30 Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:footnote 69, Zera Yaakov 30, page 637, quoting the
opinion of Harav Chaim Kanievsky, shiita.

31 Shulchan Aruch 117:3.
32 Tazl.

33 Mishnah Berurah 11, 13. Refer to Aruch Hashulchan 7, who does not like the
nedavah concept.

34 Mishnah Berurah 11.
35 Shulchan Aruch 117:5.
36 Mishnah Berurah 14.
37 Mishnah Berurah 14.

38 Even before saying yihiyu l'ratzon and Osei Shalom as well (Mishnah Berurah 18,
Aruch Hashulchan 6). Refer to Biur Halachah, “k'okrim” See Lechem Hapanim on
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 19:6.

39 Maseches Berachos 26b, 29a, 33a, Shulchan Aruch 117:3, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch
19:6. One should be mechanech his child in this as well (Chinuch Yisrael 2:6:page
164). In regards to a woman who forgot, see Beis Yisroel, 0.C.10, Yabea Omer; O.C.
6:18, Bishvili Haminhag 3:page 112, Rivevos Ephraim 3:67, 4:page 96:81, Divrei
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the berachah of Shomea Tefillah should say it in Shomea
Tefillah™ before the words “ki Atah’" One who has already
said Retzeih but has not yet taken three steps back goes back
to Baruch Aleinu.”> One who remembers after saying the
berachah of Shomea Tefillah before saying Retzeih should say
it then.® If one already said Shomea Tefillah and remembered
after saying Baruch Atah Hashem of Shomea Tefillah, he
should say “lamdeini chukecha” and then say “vesein tal
umattar” and then “ki Atah™

Israeli in Chutz Laaretz

One of the very important questions relating to this topic
is what happens if an Israeli comes to America? (For clarity,
America will be used in this example although this applies
to any country in chutz laaretz where tal umattar is recited
on December 4 or 5.) This Israeli already started saying tal
umattar in Eretz Yisrael and arrived before tal umattar is
recited in the place he is in. This issue has been dealt with by
many poskim.

There are those who say that an Israeli who came to
America during this period of limbo would continue to say
tal wmattar (some say in Shomea Tefillah),” since he already

Yatziv 1:62, Mishnas Yosef 6:34. If one needs a minyan when he forgot tal umattar,
see Mishnas Yosef 7:18 (lenient).

40 Rambam, Hilchos Tefillah 10:9, Shulchan Aruch 117:5, Mishnah Berurah 15; see
Shaarei Teshuvah 10, Teshuvos V'hanhagos 2:58. (Morid Hageshem can’t be said in
Shomea Tefillah since this is praise of Hashem and is not the place to mention it;
Magen Avraham 7, Mishnah Berurah 16).

41 Mishnah Berurah 16.

42 Shulchan Aruch 117:1. Refer to Ben Ish Chai, Beshalach 1:18, Yabia Omer, O.C.
2:10:8.

43  Shulchan Aruch 117:1.
44  Mishnah Berurah 19.

45 M'Beis Levi 17:page 100. See Shevet Halevi 10:22, Rivevos Ephraim 7:46.
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started saying it in Eretz Yisrael.* Since he started saying
it, it would be like a joke if he stopped.” According to this
opinion, it would make sense for one to continue saying
tal umattar even if one does not plan on returning to Eretz
Yisrael or does not have children there (see below).*® Others
argue with this opinion.* Some say that if an Israeli came to
America and forgot to say tal umattar, he would not have to
repeat Shemoneh Esrei.>

Some say that an Israeli in America should act like an
American and not say fal umattar until those in America say
it

If an Israeli is in America before 7 Cheshvan, he does not

say tal umattar on 7 Cheshvan in America.*

Others say an Israeli who is in America (or vice versa)
but intends to return within a year® to Eretz Yisrael (or
America) should recite fal umattar according to the custom
of the place where he is.** Some say that he should say tal
umattar in Shomea Tefillah while in America before the time
Americans start saying it.*> However, if he plans to return
after a year, even if he left his wife and children there he

46 Refer to Birchei Yosef 6, Be'er Heitiv, Shaarei Teshuvah 4, Minchas Yitzchak 10:9,
Betzel Hachochmah 1:62, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 64:220, Massei Ish 7:page 136,
Teshuvos V'hanhagos 2:55. See Cheshev Ha'efod 3:7.

47  Birchei Yosef, ibid.

48 Tzitz Eliezer 6:38.

49 Refer to Yechaveh Daas 2:11, Beis Avi 4:23.

50 Shaarei Teshuvah 4, Betzel Hachochmah 1:62.

51 Birchei Yosef 6, Beer Heitiv 4, Mishnah Berurah 5, Ketzos Hashulchan 21:10,
Teshuvos V'hanhagos 2:55, Shaarei Halachah Uminhag 70.

52 M'Beis Levi 17:page 100.

53 Some say this is not to be taken literally and means after the time in which tal
umattar is recited in America (Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:footnote 28).

54 PriChadash 117:2, Pri Megadim, M.Z. 1, Mishnah Berurah 5,

55  Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:19:footnote 25. Also see Yom Tov Sheini K hilchaso
10:footnote 7.
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should recite tal umattar according to the custom of the
place he is in.*® Harav Moshe Feinstein, z¢”, adds that
even if an Israeli is in America and plans to go back to Eretz
Yisrael after a number of years, but he needs rain for his
family in Eretz Yisrael, he should ask for tal umattar like an
Israeli on 7 Cheshvan.

Some say that if he does not plan on returning until fal
umalttar is said in America, he should say it when it is said
there.

If an Israeli is in America but has no intention of
returning to FEretz Yisrael, he should say tal umattar
according to the place where he is.*”

If an American went to Eretz Yisrael before December 4
or 5, he has to say tal umattar in Bareich Aleinu when he
reaches Eretz Yisrael. If he returns from Eretz Yisrael before
December 4 or 5, he should still continue to say tal umattar
as he said it while in Eretz Yisrael, since he started already.®
Nonetheless, the custom is not like this and an American in
this situation would stop saying tal umattar when coming
back from Eretz Yisrael before the time that fal umattar is
recited there.®

An American who is in Eretz Yisrael, even if he may return
within the year, should start asking for rain like a person who
lives in Eretz Yisrael. Since he is living there now he needs

56 Pri Chadash, ibid., Mishnah Berurah 5.

57 Igros Moshe, O.C. 2:102.

58 Radvaz 6:55. See Be'er Moshe 7:page 195:11.

59 Mishnah Berurah 5. See Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:19.

60 Minchas Yitzchak 10:9, Yechaveh Daas 1:73, Asei Lecha Rav 6:7. See Teshuvos
V’hanhagos 2:55.

61 Minchas Yitzchak 10:9, M'Beis Levi 17:page 101, Divrei Yatziv, O.C. 69, Betzel
Hachochmah 1:62, Beis Avi 4:23. See Alei Siach, page 83:86.
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the rain as well.”? This is a very common issue with seminary
girls and American boys learning in Eretz Yisrael.®*

In any case, if an Israeli is saying tal umattar before the
place where he is now starts saying it, he should not recite
tal umattar in chazaras hashatz if he davens as a shatz.%

Different Parts of the World

A fascinating question is addressed by the poskim, which
relates to reciting tal umattar in parts of the world that
have summer when Eretz Yisrael and other countries have
winter. In this situation, when should these countries say tal
umattar?® (From Nissan to Tishrei they need rain and from
Tishrei to Nissan they don't.)

Some poskim say that since most of the world has winter
at one time and we ask for rain even if many places do not
need it then, this would apply to different parts of the world
as well. Therefore, they should say tal umattar in Bareich
Aleinu.*® Others say that they should say morid hatal all year
round in Bareich Aleinu and tal umattar in Shomea Tefillah.®

Others say that during their summer they should not
mention or ask for rain, but during their winter they should
ask for it in Bareich Aleinu.®®

Some say that from Pesach to Sukkos they should not
mention or ask for rain like the rest of the world. If they need

62 Betzel Hachochmah 1:62.
63 See Sheilas Rav, page 207:19.

64  Kesher Gadol 16:14, Yechaveh Daas 1:73, Minchas Yitzchak 10:9, Be'er Moshe
7:siman 117). See Yalkut Yosef 1:page 264.

65 Refer to Yesodo Yeshurin 1:pages 307-308.

66 As expressed in Minchas Yitzchak 6:171, Har Tzvi 1:56, Halacha Berurah 117:12,
see Betzel Hachochmah 6:85 (regarding Australia).

67 Minchas Yitzchak 6:171, Yisrael V'hazemanim 1:11. See Ohr Litzion 2:7:30. Refer to
Eishel Avraham 117.

68 Shevet Halevi 1:21.
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rain they should ask for it in Shomea Tefillah.”® From Sukkos
to Pesach they should not ask for it at all since rain at that
time would not be good for them.”

Drought

Those who need rain in the spring or summer (such as
farmers) should ask for it in Shomea Tefillah.” This applies to
a city as well.” The reason for not asking for rain in Bareich
Aleinu is that rain at times is a curse if it falls in places that
don't need it.” There are those who maintain not to ask for
rain even in Shomea Tefillah if it is not the accepted time to
ask for it.”* The custom is that if it is needed we can ask for
rain even if it is after Pesach, but other tefillos are added as
well for the shatz to say in Shomea Tefillah.”

The Aruch Hashulchan says that if one does not mention
rain and fal umattar in the winter he would not have to go
back. However, he says that no one holds like this.

Part of Request

If one said vesein tal and did not say mattar, as long as he
did not finish the berachah of Bareich Aleinu he should go

69 See Teshuvos V'hanhagos 3:42, M'Beis Levi 11:pages 123-137.
70 Toras Chaim 3:7; see Beis Avi 4:23.

71  Shulchan Aruch 117:2. See Taz regarding a shatz. In regard to one who forgot
and said it in Bareich Aleinu, see Shulchan Aruch 117:2, Biur Halachah “tua,” and
“vshol.”

72  Shulchan Aruch 117:2.
73 Magen Avraham 3, Elya Rabbah 5, Mishnah Berurah 8.
74 Bach 117; see Taz 2, Magen Avraham 3.

75 Magen Avraham 3, Mishnah Berurah 9, Aruch Hashulchan 9. One should be
careful not to say these tefillos when there is a small drought. He should only say
them when he sees crops being ruined from lack of rain (Magen Avraham, ibid.,
Aruch Hashulchan 9). The custom is not to say these tefillos on Shabbos (Aruch
Hashulchan 9).

76 7.
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back and say it correctly.” Asking for tal without rain would
destroy the crops.” However, asking for mattar and not tal is
not an issue. ™

If he finished the berachah, he may say it correctly in
Shomea Tefillah.*

Went Back to Baruch Aleinu

If one forgot to say tal umattar, as mentioned above,
and went back to repeat Shemoneh Esrei and then forgot
at Bareich Aleinu, he should continue Shemoneh Esrei until
Shomea Tefillah and say it then. This is even if he davened the
berachos between Baruch Aleinu and Shomea Tefillah already
the first time around.®

On Shabbos

Some have the practice of saying tal umattar ninety times
before the first time tal umattar is recited to practice and
try to make sure they do not forget it.** This may be done

on Shabbos as well and is not considered preparing from
Shabbos to weekday.®

When One Is Not Sure
Sometimes one is not sure if he said tal umattar during
Shemoneh Esrei. If he davened ninety tefillos already with tal

77 Mishnah Berurah 15. See Magen Avraham 5, Shaarei Teshuvah 8, Biur Halachah,
im.

78 Aruch Hashulchan 5; see Shulchan Aruch Harav 4.

79 Shulchan Aruch 117:4, Aruch Hashulchan 5.

80 Biur Halachah, “im.” See Aruch Hashulchan 6.

81 Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 8:22:footnote 32.

82 Refer to Rivevos Ephraim 6:45:1.

83  Tzitz Eliezer 19:14:2. See Koneh Bosem 2:10, Nishmas Shabbos 4:pages 591-592.
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umattar, he can assume that he said it. If he has not yet
davened ninety tefillos, he should repeat Shemoneh Esrei.*'

84 Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 19:8. See Rivevos Ephraim 6:33. In reference to women see
Rivevos Ephraim 3:67, 4:44:81.
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A large variety of
pre-packaged kosher pareve
products are available in our
bakery

|
Kosher pre-packaged Chicken, | |
Meat, Cheese and Appetizers
available in Kosher Clubs!!

Look for over 100
Kosher Certified
Wellsley Farms
items throughout
the store

ﬂl KOF-

EXCITING NEWS!
Cakes, Cookies, Muffins,
Pastries and Croissants at

Brooklyn, NY - Shore Parkway
Gateway Mall, (Erskine) NY

Newburgh, NY
Buffalo, NY
Rochester, NY
Albany, NY
Ithaca, NY
Valley Stream, NY
Freeport, NY
Levittown, NY
Garden City, NY

Middle Village, NY

College Point, NY
Farmingdale, NY
East Setauket, NY
Westbury, NY
Monroe, NY
Bellport, NY
Bronx, NY
Pelham, NY

Canarsie, Brooklyn, NY
Yorktown Heights, NY
Howell (Lakewood), NJ

BJ's Bakery are now

K Kosher Certlﬁed

Paramus, NJ
Columbia, MD
Owings Mills, MD
Clermont, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Port Orange, FL
University Heights, FL
Royal Palm Beach, FL
Pembroke Pines, FL
Hollywood, FL
Fort Lauderdale, FL
Parkland, FL
Boynton Beach, FL
Coral Springs, FL
Framingham, MA
‘Waltham, MA
Stroughton, MA
Warrensville Heights, Ohio
Philadelphia, PA
Norfolk, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Richmond, VA

e - : Any questions please call
Rabbi Moishe Lebovits
Rabbinical Administrator KOF-K Kosher Supervision
at 718-744-4360 « email: mlebovits@kof-k.org

2021 BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc.




