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Standing for
the Elderly

Although the topic of standing for the elderly is very
relevant, so many of the halachos are unknown. One sees
elderly people,' both learned and not learned, every day. At
what age is one considered elderly? From when does the
halachah to stand for the elderly apply? Until when does one
have to stand? Does one have to stand for a non-Jew? What
about an elderly woman who is learned? If an elderly person
is mochel on his honor, does one still have to stand for him?
These and other questions will be discussed in this issue.

(This discussion does not relate to one’s rebbi or the

rebbi from whom he received most of his knowledge, as the
halachah for a rebbi is different.)?

Source

The passuk says, “Mipnei seivah takum, v’hadarta pnei
zakein.” Two halachos are learned from this: one must stand
for an elderly person® and a talmid chacham.® This mitzvah®

1  Until the times of Avraham Avinu there were no old people. For more on this,
see Maseches Bava Metzia 87a, Maharsha, Torah Temimah on Bereishis 24:1-2.

2 Refer to Maseches Kiddushin 33a, Rosh 1:53.
3 Vayikra 19:32. See Chinuch, mitzvah 257, Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvos 209.

4 Refer to Rashi, Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “ein, Pnei Yehoshua, Maseches
Kiddushin 32b.

5  Maseches Kiddushin 32b, Rashi, Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “ein,” Rambam, Hilchos
Talmud Torah 6:1, Tur, Y.D. 244, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 1.

6  Whether this mitzvah d'Oraisa applies to all learned people see Yabea Omer, Y.D.
4:16:2 in depth.
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applies to males and females.” This also applies to standing
for elderly women.?

Reason

The reason for this mitzvah is expressed in the Sefer
Hachinuch,” who says we were created in order that we
should increase wisdom and recognize Hashem. It is fitting
to honor one who fulfills this by standing up for him.*

Many people are lax with this mitzvah, and this is not
correct."

Wicked Person

Rashi'” says that one must stand in front of a wicked
elderly person. Tosafos™ says that “wicked” means he is
unlearned, and not a truly wicked person.' This is also the

opinion of other poskim."

The Aruch Hashulchan'® says there are elderly people who

7  Chinuch, mitzvah 257, Birchos Naftali 6:1; Sheilas Rav 1, page 35:8.

8  Sefer Chassidim 578, Yechaveh Daas 3:72, Shevet Halevi 5:130, Avnei Yushfei
1:188:3. Refer to Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:16. See Birchos Naftali 7:1. Female
students should stand for their morah (Birchos Naftali 7:6, quoting the opinions
of Harav Ovadia Yosef, z¢"/, Harav Elyashiv, zt"/ and Harav Ben-zion Abba Shaul,
zt”l, Sheilas Rav 1, page 35:7

). See Yechaveh Daas 3:72.

9  Mitzvah 257.

10 Refer to Ohr Zarua 1:140 on why there is no berachah on this.
11  Pele Yoetz, Kimah, page 507.

12 Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “zakein,” “kol”

13 Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “zakein”

14 See Ritva, Maseches Kiddushin 32b, Rosh, Maseches Kiddushin 1:53, Chayei Adam
69:2, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 144:2.

15 Refer to Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Taz 2, Pnei Yehoshua Maseches Kiddushin 32b, Bach
244, Rema Y.D. 244:1, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Setzei 2:12. See Divrei Yatziv, Y.D. 132, as to
whether one must stand up for alearned person if he walks into the room with a
wicked person.

16 Y.D. 244:2. Opinion of Harav Elyashiv, z¢"], quoted in Birchos Naftali 2:5:footnote
14*. In regards to someone who does not wear a yarmulke, see Birchos Naftali
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perform mitzvos such as putting on tefillin and davening, but
they are ignorant of Torah. One stands up for such people.

How O1d?

How old does the elderly person (who is not a talmid
chacham) have to be in order for one to stand up for him?"’
The overwhelming opinion of the poskim is that if a 70-year-
old person (even if he is not learned) walks within four amos
of another person, he is required to stand.'® The Zohar states
that the requirement is even for a 60-year-old."” If one is
unsure if the person passing by is 70 years old, he should
stand up.” If one is unsure if the person is 60, there is no
need to stand. *'

Talmid Chacham

As mentioned earlier, one needs to stand for a learned
person even if he is not old.”> Who is considered a talmid
chacham in this regard? One whose life is devoted to Torah

2:footnote 20 in depth. Also see Avnei Yushfei 1:188:5:2, Ashrei Ha'ish, Y.D. 1:page
329:3:footnote 4. In regards to standing for someone who shaves his hair with a
razor, see V'ein Lamo Michshol 2:pages 250-251.

17 For the reason why one needs to stand for the elderly, see Ibn Ezra, Vayikra
19:32. Also see KIi Yakar and Seforno, ibid.

18 Tur, Y.D. 244, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch, Y.D. 244:1, Ben Ish Chai, Ki
Seitzei 2:12, Chai Adam 69:2, Aruch Hashulchan 1, 4, 10, Yechaveh Daas 3:70,
Yabea Omer, Y.D. 3:13. See Minchas Chinuch, mitzvah 257:3.

19  Birchei Yosef4, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:12, Birchos Naftali 2:5. See Yechaveh Daas
3:70.

20 Birchos Naftali 2:6:footnote 16, Avnei Yushfei 1:188:3, Shevet Halevi 5:130, Shevet
Hakehasi 1:265, Yechaveh Daas 3:70, Ashrei Ha'ish, Y.D. 1:page 330:5, quoting the
opinion of Harav Elyashiv, z¢”l. See Salmas Chaim, Y.D. 495. See Doleh U'mashkeh,
page 269:footnote 44, Aleh B'tamar page 37, Derech Sichah 1:pages 373-374. Refer
to Lreiacha Kamocha 6:page 537:3.

21 Yabea Omer, Y.D. 3:13.

22 Shulchan Aruch, Y.D. 244:1, Rema 1. See Shach 2 in regards to the traditional
song that is sung when a talmid chacham comes into a room. See Yechaveh Daas
3:73.
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(i.e., this is his profession), even if he works to support his
family, is considered a talmid chacham.® If one is not sure if
this person fits the bill, there is no need to stand for him.*

The Shach® says that in order not to differentiate between
learned people, one should only stand up for a Rosh Yeshivah
or Av Beis Din, but this is not the custom.*

The custom seems to be to stand for people who are
known to be learned, or everyone would be standing even for
people who are only a little learned.”

Avoiding the Mitzvah
One should not close his eyes when he sees an elderly

person coming.*

An elderly person or talmid chacham should not walk in a
place where he knows there are people who will stand up for
him ifit’s possible to avoid that route.”

Busy With Work

The Gemara® says that one is not allowed to stand for an
elderly person if he is busy working for someone else.* If one

23  Opinion of Harav Elyashiv, z¢”/, quoted in Birchos Naftali 2:2-3:footnote 7-8. See
Shulchan Aruch, Y.D. 243:2. See Doleh U'mashkeh page 267. Refer to Pamei Yaakov
34:pages 91-92, Lreiacha Kamocha, pages 526-528.

24  Shevet Hakehasi 1:265.

25 244:11.

26 Shevet Halevi 6:146:1, Yabea Omer, Y.D. 4:16. See Salmas Chaim, Y.D. 493-494.
27 See Pamei Yaakov 27:pages 91-92.

28 Maseches Kiddushin 32b, Rambam, Hilchos Talmud Torah 6:2, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244,
Shulchan Aruch 3, Chai Adam 69:6, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:14, Aruch Hashulchan
5. See Yabea Omer, Y.D. 4:17, Pele Yoetz, Kimah, pages 507-508.

29 Rambam, Hilchos Talmud Torah 6:3, Tur, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 6. See Shach 4.
30 Maseches Kiddushin 33a.

31 Rosh, Maseches Kiddushin 1:53, Ritvah, Maseches Kiddushin 33a, Rambam,
Hilchos Talmud Torah 6:2, Tur, Y.D. 244, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Bach, Y.D. 244,
Shulchan Aruch 5, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:17. See Pischei Teshuvah 3.
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is busy with his own work, he is also not obligated to stand.*
Some maintain that today, when people sit on chairs and
not on the floor, it’s easy for them to stand and they should
in fact do so.* In addition, some maintain that employers
don’t mind if employees stand for a short time if it does not
distract them from work.*

Even when one is learning Torah he needs to stand.*
However, if one teaches children and standing will cause
bitul Torah, since there may be many learned people passing
by at once, one does not have to stand.*

During davening (even in a shul)*’ one does not have to
stand for an elderly or learned person.*

An avel does not have to stand for a learned person.®

Young Talmid Chacham

The obligation to stand for a talmid chacham applies even

32 Rosh, Maseches Kiddushin 1:53. See Tosafos, Maseches 33a, “ein,” Beis Yosef, Y.D.
244, Bach, Y.D. 244,

33 Shach 4, Aruch Hashulchan 8.

34 Birchos Naftali 4:5, quoting the opinion of Harav Elyashiv, zt"l, Ashrei Ha'ish, Y.DD.
1:page 336.

35 Tur, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 11, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:15, Yechaveh Daas 3:70,
Sheilas Rav 1, page 34:7.

See Salmas Chaim, Y.D. 485-486. Refer to Divrei Binyahu, Y.D. 5:18 in depth. Also see
Mishneh Halachos 13:172, Tzitz Eliezer 14:10, Yalkut Yosef (kitzur), Y.D. 244:15.

36 Birchos Naftali 4:1, quoting the opinion of Harav Elyashiv, zt"L.
37 Birchei Yosef1.
38 Birchei Yosef 1. See ShevetHalevi 6:146.

39  Shulchan Aruch, Y.D. 376:2. The same is true for a sick person (ibid.). In reagrds
to standing when sitting on the floor on Tisha Bav see Rivevos Ephraim 3:344.
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to a talmid chacham who is young.” The Aruch Hashulchan"
says it is not common to find someone like this today.*

When to Stand

The obligation to stand is only when the elderly or learned
person comes within one’s four amos (72-96 inches).** When
the elderly person comes within four amos it is apparent that
one is standing for him."

Where to Stand

One only stands for an elderly person in a respectable
place. Therefore, one does not stand for him in a bathroom.*
The poskim maintain that one does not stand for the elderly
when people are undressed, such as in a mikvah.* If it’s a
room where people are clothed then one should stand.”

40 Maseches Kiddushin 32b, Tur, Y.D. 244, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 1,
Aruch Hashulchan 4. See Tosafos, Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “mei.” However, he
must be extremely learned (Zosafos, Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “mei”). Refer to
Ritvah, Maseches Kiddushin 33a. In regards to a young talmid chacham standing
when an elderly person walks in front of him, see ShulchanAruch 7.

41 Y.D.2443.

42 The Salmas Chaim, Y.D. 489 says this person can even be under bar mitzvah. See
Chayei Adam 69:2.

43  Maseches Kiddushin 32b, 33a, Rosh, Maseches Kiddushin 1:53, Rambam, Hilchos
Talmud Torah 6:1, Tur, Y.D. 244, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 2, Chai Adam
69:3, Birchei Yosef 11. See Avnei Yushfei 1:188:2. Refer to Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei
2:13, Yabea Omer, Y.D. 4:16, Avnei Yushfei 1:187:1 regarding whether one’s entire
house is considered like one person’s four amos. Refer to Avnei Yushfei 1:187:1
about standing even before the talmid chacham enters within one’s four amos.

44 Rashi, Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “eleh,” Taz 3, Chai Adam 69:3.

45 Maseches Kiddushin 32b, Rosh, Maseches Kiddushin 1:53, Tur, Y.D. 244, Shulchan
Aruch 4. See Salmas Chaim, Y.D. 487.

46  Maseches Kiddushin 33a, Rosh, Maseches Kiddushin 1:53, Rambam, Hilchos
Talmud Torah 6:2, Tur, Y.D. 244, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Bach, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch
4, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:17. See Aruch Hashulchan 6. Refer to Yabea Omer, Y.D.
6:29:1.

47  Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Bach, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 4, Chai Adam 69:7. See Shach
3, Aruch Hashulchan 6.
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How and Until When to Stand

For an elderly person and talmid chacham, one should
stand at his full height until the one he is standing for sits*
or he can longer see him.” Some say that one may sit once
the elderly or learned person has passed four amos from
one’s surrounding four amos.*® Others say that one may sit
once the learned person or elderly person has passed.™*

One may stand while leaning on something.**

The halachah is that for a learned person one stands
up his full height,”® but for an elderly person one stands a
bit.** The reason for this could be since the elderly person is
mochel (see below).”® Some say one should stand at his full
height for any elderly person (70 years old).*® Others say the
reason why learned people do not stand up for the elderly
is because most people learning in yeshivah today are more
learned than a non-learned elderly person. Therefore, one
does not need to stand at his full height.*”

If one is standing for a learned or elderly person, and this

48 Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:13.

49 Rambam, Hilchos Talmud Torah 6:1, Tur, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 2,9. See Aruch
Hashulchan 10-11. Refer to Yechaveh Daas 3:71.

50 Bach 244, Birchos Naftali 3:1. See Chai Adam 69:3.
51 Birchei Yosef12 in depth.

52 Opinion of Harav Elyashiv, zt ", quoted in Ashrei Ha'ish 1:page 337:24. See Rivevos
Ephraim 3:522.

53 See Yabea Omer, Y.D. 3:13, 4:16, Yechaveh Daas 3:70, V'ein Lamo Michshol 5:pages
131-132, Teshuvos V' hanhagos 3:279. Refer to Pamei Yaakov 34:pages 87-91. See
Pele Yoetz, Kimah, page 507.

54 Aruch Hashulchan 10-12. See Pamei Yaakov, ibid. Refer to Kavod V hidur, page
64:footnote 65, quoting the opinion of Harav Elyashiv, z¢”l. Refer to Rashi,
Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “hidur.”

55 Avnei Yushfei 1:188:1. See Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:13, Yechaveh Daas 3:70.
56 Yabea Omer, Y.D. 3:13, Pele Yoetz, Kimah, pages 507-508.

57  Beis Avi, E.H. 2:103 (end). See Shulchan Aruch 7, Shach 5, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei
2:18, Chai Adam 69:4.
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person passed by to daven for the amud or stand in his place
in shul, one may sit.*®

Learned Person’s Wife

There is a discussion if one is obligated to stand in front of
a learned person’s wife. The poskim maintain that one should
stand for a learned woman, but one only needs to stand a
bit and not at his full height.”® The custom is that while her
husband is alive, one stands for the wife of a learned person.
Once he dies one only has to stand a bit.®°

One should stand in front of a learned woman as well.®!

Non-Jew

One should treat an elderly non-Jew with respect.®® If one
knows that he is wicked, there is no need to honor him at
all.®* The custom is not to stand for an elderly non-Jew.* It is
customary to stand for non-Jews being honored at a dinner,
since this benefits the yeshivah or organization making the
dinner.

Blind Person, R”l
Although the elderly or learned person may not see one
stand up for him (i.e., he is blind, R”]), one is still obligated to

58 Birchos Naftali 3:4, Mishneh Halachos 6:160.

59 Sheilas Yaavetz 2:135, Pischei Teshuvah 1, Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:16, Shevet
Halevi, Y.D. 114. See Birchos Naftali 7:1. Refer to Salmas Chaim, Y.D. 491-492,
Minchas Shlomo 1:33. See Birchei Yosef 3.

60 Aruch Hashulchan 8.
61 Yechaveh Daas 3:72.

62  Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244, Shulchan Aruch 7, Chai Adam 69:2, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch
144:2. See Tosafos, Maseches Kiddushin 32b, “mei.”

63 Mishneh Halachos 6:160.
64 Mishneh Halachos 6:160.
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stand.®® A blind person who knows that an elderly or learned
person is passing by has to stand for him.%

If an elderly person does not see everyone in the room
one still needs to stand for him.*

When Riding

If a learned or elderly person is passing by on an animal
or wagon, one needs to stand.®® However, if one is riding and
sees a learned or elderly person, he does not have to stand.®®

How Often?

How often does one have to stand for an elderly or
learned person? This is very common in shuls and other
public places where people pass by all the time. The poskim
say that one does not have to stand up more than twice a
day — once in the morning and once at night.”” However,
when there are different people coming in throughout the
day, such as when one learns in a shul, one should stand
each time.”

If one already stood for an elderly or learned person,
and now one is talking to him, one should stand. It is not

65 Ben Ish Chai, Ki Seitzei 2:15, Birchei Yosef 2, Aruch Hashulchan 7, Shevet Halevi
6:146:2. Refer to 1zitz Eliezer 18:49:1.

66 Birchos Naftali 2:9.
67 Shevet Hakehasi 1:266. See Rivevos Ephraim 8:578:27.

68 Maseches Kiddushin 33b, Rambam, Hilchos Talmud Torah 6:4, Beis Yosef, Y.D. 244,
Shulchan Aruch 2, Aruch Hashulchan 13, Birchos Naftali 2:17.

69 Birchos Naftali 2:17.

70 Refer to Rambam, Hilchos Talmud Torah 6:8. This may be different for Sefardim
(see Birchos Naftali 3:3).

71 Opinion of Harav Elyashiv, z¢”/, quoted in Birchos Naftali 3:9:footnote 15, Ashrei
Ha'ish, Y.D. 1:page 336:19.
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respectful to sit while the elderly or learned person is
standing.”

Different Area
If one is sitting and a learned or elderly person walks by
but is in a different area, one does not have to stand.”

On a Bus or Train

It is very common for one to ride on a bus or train and see
an elderly or learned person come on. One must stand up
for this person if he comes within one’s four amos.”* Once he
comes within one’s four amos, and he does not have a seat,
one should give up his seat to him.” One who sees a learned
or elderly person coming on a bus or train may not turn his
head in order not to have to stand up for him.”

If one sees a person who is not 70 years old but has
difficulty walking, one should give him his seat.”” According
to some poskim,” giving up a seat even for a 70-year-old is
not related to the mitzvah of standing for the elderly, while
others argue.”

The same is true for giving up a seat to a pregnant woman
or when giving up the seat will cause a kiddush Hashem.*

72  Birchos Naftali 3:10, quoting opinion of Harav Elyashiv, z¢”l. See V'ein Lamo
Michshol 5:pages 132-134.

73 Birchos Naftali 3:7.

74  Birchos Naftaili 4:7. See Mishneh Halachos 6:160-161.
75 Birchos Naftali 4:7:footnote 9.

76  Birchos Naftali 4:9. See Avnei Yushfei 1:188:4.

77 Birchos Naftai 4:8. See Mishneh Halachos 6:160.

78 Mishneh Halachos 6:160, 12:123. See Teshuvos V hanhagos 1:533, Rivevos Ephraim
4:216.

79 Be'er Moshe 7:kuntres electric 53; see Oz Nidberu 10:30-31, Derech Sichah 1:page
375

80 Birchos Naftali 4:10, Shevet Halevi 2:114, Yechaveh Daas 3:71. See Ashrei Ha'ish,
Y.D. 1:page 330:7.
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Mechilah

A learned person may be mochel others from standing for
him. However, it is still a mitzvah to stand a bit.*!

Some maintain that when one reaches the age of 70 he
should be mochel people from standing up for him, as many
are lenient with this halachah.®

Someone who works with an elderly person, such as
in a nursing home, should ask him to be mochel him from
standing each time (according to those who hold that one
has to stand each time an elderly or learned person passes
by).83

Today, we don't see people standing for learned people.
It is possible that everyone is mochel since it is hard to
differentiate between who is learned and who is not.** The
same could be said for elderly people; since we don’t stand
for wise people it would be a disgrace if we stand for elderly
people.® This is a limud zechus and only explains why
some people don’t stand. However, one should stand in the
scenarios mentioned above.

People Standing for Each Other

Two people over 70 or two people who are both learned
do not have to stand up for each other at their full height.®

81 Shulchan Aruch, Y.D. 244:14. See Birchos Naftali 5:1, Teshuvos V hanhagos 3:279,
Ohr Ltzion Y.D. 1:9. For this reason there is no berachah on this mitzvah (Rashba
1:18).

82 Radvaz 8:167. See Ashrei Ha'ish, Y.D. 1:page 329:1.
83  Birchos Naftali 6:5.

84 Refer to Lreiacha Kamocha 6:page 529-530.

85 Lreiacha Kamocha 6:pages 322-323.

86 Shulchan Aruch, Y.D. 244:8.
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pre-packaged kosher pareve
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|
Kosher pre-packaged Chicken, | |
Meat, Cheese and Appetizers
available in Kosher Clubs!!

Look for over 100
Kosher Certified
Wellsley Farms
items throughout
the store

ﬂl KOF-

EXCITING NEWS!
Cakes, Cookies, Muffins,
Pastries and Croissants at

Brooklyn, NY - Shore Parkway
Gateway Mall, (Erskine) NY

Newburgh, NY
Buffalo, NY
Rochester, NY
Albany, NY
Ithaca, NY
Valley Stream, NY
Freeport, NY
Levittown, NY
Garden City, NY

Middle Village, NY

College Point, NY
Farmingdale, NY
East Setauket, NY
Westbury, NY
Monroe, NY
Bellport, NY
Bronx, NY
Pelham, NY

Canarsie, Brooklyn, NY
Yorktown Heights, NY
Howell (Lakewood), NJ

BJ's Bakery are now

K Kosher Certlﬁed

Paramus, NJ
Columbia, MD
Owings Mills, MD
Clermont, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Port Orange, FL
University Heights, FL
Royal Palm Beach, FL
Pembroke Pines, FL
Hollywood, FL
Fort Lauderdale, FL
Parkland, FL
Boynton Beach, FL
Coral Springs, FL
Framingham, MA
‘Waltham, MA
Stroughton, MA
Warrensville Heights, Ohio
Philadelphia, PA
Norfolk, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Richmond, VA

e - : Any questions please call
Rabbi Moishe Lebovits
Rabbinical Administrator KOF-K Kosher Supervision
at 718-744-4360 « email: mlebovits@kof-k.org
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