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Rejoicing Over 
Death of Enemies

In a previous issue we dealt with the question of whether 
one may pray for a friendly non-Jewish coworker who is ill. 
In this issue we will discuss the opposite: if a non-Jew whom 
one dislikes or a real enemy of the Jewish people dies, may 
one rejoice over this?  

This question is especially relevant on Pesach, when we 
celebrate the salvation of the Jewish people crossing the sea 
and the drowning of the Egyptians. 

Hallel on Pesach
To start our discussion, we will discuss why we don’t 

recite the entire Hallel on Pesach while on other Yamim 
Tovim we do. 

The Gemara1 asks: What is the difference between Sukkos 
and Pesach, that on Sukkos we recite Hallel each day and 
on Pesach we don’t recite Hallel all eight days? The Gemara 
answers that the days of Sukkos are different from one 
another in regards to their offerings. Pesach, on the other 
hand, does not have any difference in regard to the offerings. 

There are other reasons given for not reciting Hallel on 
the last days of Pesach:2

The Pesikta says that it is written three times that one 
should be joyous on Sukkos,3 while it does not say this even 
once by Pesach. The reason is that on Pesach we are judged 

1	  Maseches Arachin 10a.

2	  Shulchan Aruch 490:4, Levush 4. See Elya Rabbah 490:6, who says the reason is 
that there is only an obligation to eat matzah on the first nights of Pesach, as 
opposed to the mitzvah of sukkah, which applies the whole Yom Tov. 

3	  Devarim 16:14, 16, 16:15. See Vayikra 23:40. 
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on the grain, and one does not know if it will be a productive 
year for the fields. Another reason why it does not say to be 
joyous on Pesach is because the Egyptians died on Pesach. 
The reason we don’t say the complete Hallel on the last days 
of Pesach is based on the passuk that says, “Binfol oivecha al 
tismach — when your enemies fall do not rejoice.”4 This latter 
reason is very relevant to our discussion, and we will deal 
with it later on as well.

The Gemara5 says, “In that hour the angels wanted to 
say praise (Hallel)6 before Hashem and Hashem said, ‘My 
handiwork (the Egyptians) are drowning in the sea and you 
wish to sing?’”

There is a discussion in the poskim as to which reason we 
follow for not reciting Hallel.7 Most say the reason is because 
Hashem’s handiwork was drowning.8

Others say the reason why Klal Yisrael weren’t able to say 
shirah is because this took place before the acceptance of the 
Torah and perhaps they worshipped avodah zarah.9

From the above, we see a source that one should not be 
happy when enemies fall. However, this may not be such a 
conclusive proof, as we will discuss below.

Disproving the Above Proof
When discussing why Hashem does not like the fall of 

the wicked, as was the situation when the Mitzrim were 
drowning, the Gemara says it was “at that time.” The Torah 

4	  Mishlei 24:17. This is brought in Avos 4:19.

5	  Maseches Sanhedrin 39b; Megillah 10b. See Levush 490:4.

6	  See Maharsha, Maseches Eruchin 10b.

7	  Even on Chol Hamoed Pesach (Taz 490:3, Mishnah Berurah 490:7).

8	  Beis Yosef 490, Taz 3; Mishnah Berurah 7. See Yalkut Shimoni, Mishlei 960. For a 
detailed explanation on this, see Kol HaTorah 41, pages 259-261.

9	  Divrei Shaul, Maseches Megillah 16a. 
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Temimah10 says, how did Moshe say shirah at that time and 
how do we say the shirah on the seventh day of Pesach? We 
must say that the drowning happened at night so we didn’t 
say shirah at that time, but on the next day we could say it.11

Others say, based on the above Gemara, that only angels 
were not allowed to say shirah but we were allowed.12

The Aruch Hashulchan13 says the main reason for not 
reciting Hallel is because of the difference in korbanos and 
not because Hashem didn’t want us to say Hallel when His 
creations were drowning.

Others Sources against Rejoicing 
As we mentioned above, the passuk14 says “Binfol oivecha 

al tismach” — one should not be happy when his enemy falls. 
This is also brought down in a mishnah in Maseches Avos.15

We don’t say a berachah on the mitzvah of erasing Amalek 
since this is a downfall of our enemies.16

Sources for Rejoicing 
The passuk in Mishlei17 says, “When it goes well with 

the righteous the city rejoices, and when the wicked perish 
there is jubilation.”18 The Gemara19 brings a passuk that 

10	  Shemos 14:9. See Maharsha, Maseches Sanhedrin 39b. 

11	  See Ayin Yaakov, Maseches Brachos 9b.

12	  Shearim Metzuyanim B’halachah Megillah 10b.

13	  O.C. 490:5. See Torah Temimah, Shemos 14:9.

14	  Mishlei 24:17. 

15	  4:19. See Maseches Brachos 28a.

16	  Kaf Hachaim 685:29. See Lehoros Nosson 5:47.

17	  11:10.

18	  See Tosefta, Maseches Sanhedrin 14:2; see Aderes Tiferes 4:66.

19	  Maseches Sanhedrin 39b. 
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says, “When the wicked perish there is a song.”20 However, 
Hashem is not happy with the fall of the wicked. 

The Gemara21 says that when a wicked person leaves this 
world, good fortune comes to the world.

The halachah is that for an apikores there is no aveilus 
since Hashem is happy when he leaves the world.22

The Gemara in Berachos23 says that Dovid Hamelech 
composed 103 chapters of Tehillim and he did not say 
“Hallelu-kah” until he saw the downfall of the wicked.24

When Rav was weak he didn’t want to tell anyone until 
the second day, so if his enemies would hear he was sick they 
would daven for his demise and Hashem would hear that 
and become angry with them.25

Other Sources: Story of Haman and Mordechai 
The Gemara in Megillah26 says that when Mordechai was 

about to go out in royal garb, Haman told him, “Mount and 
ride.” Mordechai replied, “I am not able to mount myself 
since I am weak from fasting.” So Haman bent down and 
Mordechai mounted on his back. As he was ascending, he 
kicked Haman. Haman said to Mordechai, “Is it not written, 
‘Rejoice not when your enemy falls?’” Mordechai said that 
this only refers to Jews, but regarding non-Jewish enemies it 
is written, “And you must tread upon their high places.”27

20	  Mishlei 11:10. 

21	  Maseches Sanhedrin 113b. See Maseches Ketanos — Maseches Kallah Rabbasi 
6:4.

22	  Rambam, Hilchos Avel 1:10, Shulchan Aruch, Y.D. 345:5; Shach 9; see Pischei 
Teshuvah 3. 

23	  9b.

24	  See Maharsha, Maseches Brachos 9b, “b’mapalason.”

25	  Maseches Brachos 55b.

26	  16a. 

27	  Devarim 33:29. 
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According to this, a Jew may express pleasure upon the 
fall of his non-Jewish enemy. 

Story of Beruriah
The Gemara28 says there were individuals who were 

causing distress to Beruriah’s husband, Rabbi Meir. Rabbi 
Meir would pray that they would die. His wife said that 
although the passuk says29 “Let sinners (chot’im) cease,” it 
means chata’im — sins. Rabbi Meir should therefore pray 
that they repent. Rabbi Meir followed his wife’s advice and 
they repented. The Tzlach says that the real pshat in the 
Gemara is not how Beruriah suggested.30

According to Beruriah’s interpretation, if we see an evil 
person in this world we should pray that he repents instead 
of dying. 

The Tzlach’s Approach
The Tzlach31 maintains that while the enemies are in the 

midst of their downfall one should not rejoice. However, 
once the enemies are dead one can rejoice. With this he 
answers how Dovid could wait until their downfall to say 
“Hallelu-kah” if we know Hashem didn’t want us to say 
shirah while the Egyptians were drowning. According to this 
it makes sense, since the Egyptians were in the process of 
drowning and not yet dead. Dovid only said “Hallelu-kah” 
after his enemies had already died.

The Meshech Chochmah’s Approach
The Meshech Chochmah32 is quite opposed to rejoicing 

28	  Maseches Brachos 10a.

29	  Tehillim 104:35.

30	  Maseches Brachos 10a. 

31	  Maseches Brachos 10a.

32	  Shemos 12:16.
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over our enemies’ death and with this approach explains 
many questions. 

It doesn’t say on the Yom Tov of Pesach, “This is the Yom 
Tov of Pesach because it is the day that the Egyptians met 
their fate.” Rather, it says that it is Pesach because Hashem 
took us out of Egypt. The downfall of our enemies is not a 
simchah. 

On Purim, we don’t make a Yom Tov on the day Haman 
was hanged or the day that our enemies were killed. We 
celebrate a Yom Tov on the day when we rested from killing 
our enemies. 

On Pesach, Hashem made the seventh day a Yom Tov 
before the Egyptians drowned. If Hashem had not done it 
this way, we would have thought it is a Yom Tov because 
the Egyptians drowned. Hashem therefore made it a Yom 
Tov beforehand to indicate that this day is a Yom Tov even 
without the Egyptians dying. This is also why it does not say 
the word “simchah” in relation to Pesach. 

The Gra
The Gra says33 that when Hashem saves us from our 

enemies, He first redeems us and then destroys our enemy. 
For example, by Mitzrayim Hashem first took us out and 
then killed the Egyptians. By Purim, first good was done 
to Mordechai and then Haman was hanged. This was done 
so Haman could see the greatness of Klal Yisrael and that 
Hashem is in charge. Once we are raised we can rejoice, but 
if we are not raised we should not be joyous.

Downfall of Jews
Sometimes we wish for the downfall of certain Jews.34 

33	  Mishlei 11:10. 

34	  Refer to Ramban, Vayikra 3:9. 
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This is why the berachah of V’lamalshinim was instituted in 
Shemoneh Esrei.35

During makkas choshech Hashem arranged that the 
Egyptians couldn’t see the downfall of the Jews since many 
Jews died during that makkah as well.36

A Natural Tendency 
A person has a tendency to look at the downfall of 

his enemy even if he derives no real benefit from it, such 
as financial.  It is hard to give up on this tendency but we 
should try as much as possible. 

The Bottom Line
Hatred is a very bad middah37 and causes many sins. 

Included in this middah is always seeking bad and rejoicing 
over an enemy’s downfall.38 Although we are merciful people, 
we don’t have to be angels. It would seem that once a true 
evildoer is dead there may be no issue with rejoicing. There 
may also be a difference between the kind of enemies under 
discussion.39 Some enemies of the Jews are so ruthless, that 
rejoicing over their death is encouraged. This can also be 
true if one experienced pain from this enemy firsthand.40

35	  Rambam, Hilchos Tefillah 2:1; see Rambam, Hilchos Avodas Yom Hakippurim 1:7. 

36	  Navos Deshah 2:pages 53-54.

37	  Vayikra 19:17. 

38	  Orchos Tzaddikim, Shaar Sinah (6). 

39	  See Sefer Chassidim 607.

40	  Refer to Even Pinah 2:188. See Aderes Tiferes 4:66-67.
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