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Reciting a
Brachah on a
Borrowed Tallis

People frequently find themselves in shul without a
tallis. If one borrows a tallis from his friend, does he recite a
brachah on it? Is there a difference if the tallis belongs to the
shul? What is the halachah if he takes a tallis for an aliyah or
to daven for the amud?

Source

A brachah is only recited on ones personal garment.'
There is a discussion whether a borrowed tallis (which has
strings attached to it) requires a brachah.? The Rosh® is of
the opinion that one recites a brachah, as it is considered
a present. Some suggest acquiring the tallis as a gift to be
returned, although this is not required.*

Consensus
The poskim rule like the opinion of the Rosh.’ There are

1. See Rosh Maseches Chullin 8:26, Beis Yosef 14, Shulchan Aruch Harav 3, Mishnah Berurah
11.

2. Some say a brachah is only required after one borrows it for more than thirty days (see Tur
14).

3. Maseches Chullin 8:26.
4. Mishnah Berurah 11. See Halachah Berurah 1:33.

5. Tur 14, Shulchan Aruch 14:3.
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those who maintain that one should not recite a brachah.’
but this is not the custom.

Shul Tallis

The question arises regarding a shul tallis, as it does not
have a clear owner. A dues-paying member of the shul may
be considered a part owner of the fallis, and may recite a
brachah on the tallis” Some suggest that if he will not be
covering his head with the tallis then no brachah is recited,®
while others find this difference weak.’

Some have issues with the concept to recite a brachah on
a shul tallis since many of them are donated by individuals
who never really relinquish their ownership. In addition, all
the items of the shul might be considered the property of the
specific rav who owns the shul."

Aliyah

Some say that even those who rule that one would recite
a brachah on a shul tallis would agree that he would not
recite a brachah when borrowing the tallis just to get an
aliyah, hagbah," etc. This is done out of honor for the tzibbur
and is not considered wearing the tallis.'* Others require
a brachah even in this situation since the tallis is available
for anyone who needs it for any purpose.” In any case, the

6. Refer to Taz 4, Mor U’ketziah 14.

7. Refer to Ben Ish Chai Lech Lecha 1:5, Biur Halachah 14 “she’eilah,” Aruch Hashulchan 10.
8.  Refer to Biur Halachah ibid.

9. Refer to Biur Halachah ibid. See Teshuvos V'hanhagos 1:33.

10. Teshuvos V'hanhagos 1:33. See Halachos HaGra U'minhagav page 30. It is unclear what the
status of a tallis from a yeshivah has (ibid). It seems that the custom is not to recite a brachah
(ibid).

11. See Aruch Hashulchan 91:2 which says a jacket or tallis would suffice.

12. Refer to Taz 4, Shaarei Ephraim 3:18, Biur Halachah 14 “she’eilah” The same is true for a
sandek at a bris (Yalkut Yosef - Sova Smachos page 57:3).

13. Ben Ish Chai Lech Lecha 1:5, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:11, Mishnah Berurah 11, Aruch
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overwhelming custom is that no brachah is recited in this
situation."

Some maintain that a brachah would be recited on a tallis
which is borrowed from an individual even for an aliyah, etc.”®
Some suggest to have in mind not to acquire the tallis, thus
avoiding any need for a brachah.'® In any case, the custom is
not to recite a brachah in this situation."”

According to the strict view above, a brachah would be
recited when borrowing a tallis from a shul to daven for the
amud."

A bar mitzvah boy who is getting an aliyah should take
the tallis from his father and not from the shul, since there
is a question regarding the brachah.” The custom is not to
recite a brachah on the father’s tallis either.

Shul vs. Individual

The poskim maintain that it is preferable to borrow a
tallis from an individual than from the shul.* When saying
Selichos at night it is advisable to borrow a tallis from
someone else, since it is questionable if one can recite a
brachah on his own tallis during the night.”'

Hashulchan 10. See Halachah Berurah 1:33, Yalkut Yosef 14:5.

14. Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 3:12, Mishneh Halachos 9:234, 15:23, Rivevos Ephraim 1:21, see
4:15:3, 7:page 18. Refer to Ohr L'tzion 2:44:15.

15. Elyah Rabbah 14, Mishnah Berurah 11. See Magen Avraham 6. Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhagos
1:33.

16. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:11.
17. Mishnah Berurah 11, Yalkut Yosef 14:4, Halachah Berurah 1:33.

18. Mishnah Berurah 11. See Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 3:12. In regards to davening for the amud
with a tallis see Ketzos Hashulchan 7:badei 28.

19. Nitei Gavriel on Bar Mitzvah 6:21.
20. Refer to Biur Halachah 14 “she’eilah”” See Leket Hakemach Hachadash 14:19.

21. Mekadesh Yisrael Yamim Nora'im 43.
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Using for Davening
It would seem that it is proper that one who borrows a
tallis from the shul to daven should recite a brachah.**

Damaged

It goes without saying that one is required to treat the
borrowed tallis with respect. If he damages the tallis he has
not performed a mitzvah with it.*®

Unmarried

One who is not married does not have to borrow a tallis
when getting an aliyah at Shacharis since he is wearing
tefillin.**

It would make sense to wear a fallis when getting an
aliyah at Minchah on Shabbos, but it is not done since those
in the congregation are not wearing a tallis either. However,
a single boy should wear a tallis when getting an aliyah on
Shabbos morning.*

Brachah When Lending a Tallis

After lending his tallis to someone for an aliyah, one does
not recite a brachah when it is returned.*

Checking Strings

When borrowing a tallis from the shul or an individual,
there is no need to check the tzitzis beforehand to see if they
are kosher.”

22. Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 3:12.

23. Mishnah Berurah 12.

24. Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 12:20

25. Halichos Shlomo Tefillah 12:footnote 29.
26. Teshuvos V’hanhagos 2:12.

27. Shevet Hakehasi 3:10:2.
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Covering One’s Head with the Zallis

A public tallis is often unclean, and some people may be
uncomfortable with placing it over their head. What does
halachah say about covering one’s head with a tallis during
davening?

The opinion of some poskim is that one should cover his
head with the tallis for enough time to walk four amos when
he recites the brachah, but there is no need to keep his head
covered during davening®® However, there are those who
maintain that it is proper to cover the head for the entire
davening, as this engenders humility.® If this interferes with
his ability to concentrate properly, then one does not have
to do so.** Some maintain that the obligation is only from
Barchu and on.”

Some take strong issue with those who do not cover their
heads and only place the tallis on their shoulders. The main
reason for this is that it is not proper to stand without a head
covering in front of an important person.*> Nevertheless,
many people are lenient in this regard.*”®

28. Taz 8:11, Chayei Adam 1:12:3, Mishnah Berurah 8:4, Yalkut Yosef 8:28.

29. Bach 8, Elyah Rabbah 8:4, Mishnah Berurah 4, Kaf Hachaim 10, see Yechaveh Daas 5:1.
30. Yalkut Yosef 8:29.

31. B'mareh Habezek 6:pages 82-83.

32. Be'er Moshe 5:2.

33. See Nefesh Harav page 104.

RECITING A BRACHAH ON A BORROWED TALLIS | 7




MENTION THIS AD FOR

RAMAPQOSE 10% OFF

MARKETING | DESIGN | PRINT | MAIL ROURIEIRSTORDER

*RESTRICTIONS APPLY

WE ARE YOUR

WE ARE A ONE-STOP ADDRESS FOR ALL YOUR
MARKETING, GRAPHIC DESIGN, PRINTING & MAILING NEEDS.
We take care of all details from start to finish - under one roof.

0-0-

MARKETING DESIGN PRINT MAIL

845.369.9600 | info@ramapost.com | www.Ramapost.com | 382 Route 59 Suite 264, Airmont, NY 10952 o @




Volume 7 Topics:
Parshas Hamann

Tefillin and Chol Hamoed
Tefillin and Bar Mitzvah
Running to and from Shul
Women and Davening

Reciting One Hundred Brachos
Daily

Mashed, Ground and Crushed
Fruits and Vegetables

Brachah on Wise People and Kings
(Presidents)

Baruch Shepitarani
Noise and Shabbos
Birkas Habanim

Women and Working on Rosh
Chodesh

Eating on Erev Pesach

NIVOLIERTY TV

Buying Chametz after Pesach

o

Hallel on Yom Ha’atzma'ut

—

s |

Working on Tishah B’Av

When to Light the Chanukah
Menorah

e "

Al Hanissim on Chanukah

I

Avel Leaving His Home during
Shivah

Nichum Aveilim

#

Select Workplace Halachos

Spouses with Differing
Customs

Opening One’s Mouth to
the Satan

Summer Halachos Section

(e S i g— — —
Vil -

ISRAEL BOOKSHOP - st 03
“Lublications ‘ HONESTY

Also by
the author:

L %—-hn

vividesign|845.694.7186




HAL -
i

[

THE BERKOWITZ EDITION

i

Hashems Wonderful Creation — Our
Teeth

Teeth in Tanach, Gemara and Chazal
Bathroom and Morning

Tzitzis and Teeth

Davening and Shul

Brachah Related

Erev Shabbos

Shabbos Miscellaneous
Shabbos Carrying

Shabbos - Muktzeh
Brushing Teeth on Shabbos

Dental Emergencies on
Shabbos

Moadim - General
Pesach - General
Pesach - Kashering Teeth
Pesach — Matzah

Waiting Between Meat and
Dairy

Kashrus of Mouthwash

/ Toothpaste / Listerine
Pocket Packs and Dental
Floss

Niddah

Day of Mikvah and Teeth
Chatzitzah and Teeth
Dentist Treating a Parent
Teeth and Tumah

Avel and Teeth

Yoreh Deah Miscellanous
Forensic Dentistry
Modesty Related

Yichud Related

Correcting a Tooth - Injuring Oneself
Cancelling Dentist Appointments
Malpractice

Chewing Gum

Miscellaneous Halachos

Keeping our Teeth Healthy



WHOLESALE CLUB | EXCITING NEWS!

Cakes, Cookies, Muffins,
Pastries and Croissants at
BJ's Bakery are now

L KOF-K Kosher Certified
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A large variety of 7
pre-packaged kosher pareve
products are available in our

Brooklyn, NY - Shore Parkway
Gateway Mall, (Erskine) NY

Columbia, MD
Owings Mills, MD

bakery
|
Kosher pre-packaged Chlcken,

Meat, Cheese and Appetizers
available in Kosher Clubs!!

Look for over 100
Kosher Certified
Wellsley Farms
items throughout
the store

Buffalo, NY
Rochester, NY
Albany, NY
Ithaca, NY
Valley Stream, NY
Freeport, NY
Levittown, NY
Garden City, NY
Middle Village, NY
College Point, NY
Farmingdale, NY
East Setauket, NY
Westbury, NY
Monroe, NY
Bellport, NY
Bronx, NY
Pelham, NY

Canarsie, Brooklyn, NY

Yorktown Heights, NY

Howell (Lakewood), NJ

Paramus, NJ

Clermont, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Port Orange, FL

University Heights, FL
Royal Palm Beach, FL
Pembroke Pines, FL
Hollywood, FL
Fort Lauderdale, FL
Parkland, FL
Boynton Beach, FL
Coral Springs, FL
Framingham, MA

‘Waltham, MA
Stroughton, MA

‘Warrensville Heights, Ohio

Philadelphia, PA
Norfolk, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
Richmond, VA

" Any questions please call
Rabbi Moishe Lebovits
Rabbinical Administrator KOF-K Kosher Supervision
at 718-744-4360 « email: mlebovits@kof-k.org

2018 BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc.
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