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From the Kleins

The Gemorali says since owhuls(bais hakenessgandbatei midrashinare calledmikdasheime’af one has

to treat them with proper respéddashemgave us thesmikdashei me’atand if we treat them properly the

shulswill merit going toEretz Yisroef The Gemorahin Berochos saysHashemcan always be found shuls
and batei midrashim Therefore, not treating shul with the proper respect is denying the existenicéhe

Shechinalf TheGemorali says outefillos are more likely to be accepted when said sinal® Whoever comes

to shul (or bais medrashin this world will merit coming to them in the wd to come® People who enteshuls
andbatei midrashinfull of sins can leave them full @hitzvos™ The Yalkut® saysdaveningin ashulis like
daveningin theBais HamikdoshOne should treat shul with the utmost respect and with great awe, sihise
a place where we connect wittashem

The poskimare in dispute whether tmeitzvahto honor theshul andbais medrashis amitzvahd’rabananor a
d'oraisa.’?

! Megillah 29a.

2 See Yecheskel 11:16, Radak.

¥ Rambam Hilchos Tefilla 11:2.

* Droshos Chasam Sofer 2:page 309.
® 6a. Refer to Emek Halacha pages 195-197, Mishmsef21:page 132. Since it is the housklashenthere is no obligation for &
mezuzal{Chasam Sofer Y.D. 281).

® Ben Ish Chai Vayikra 1:1.

" ibid.

8 See Medrash Shir Hashirim perek 7, Mesechtas Ries@Ya.
¥ Medrash Ki Sovo 7:1.

19 yalkut Shemonei Balak remez 771 “kenachalim.”

! Tehillim 659.

12 See Ran Megillah 14a, Semak Mitzvah 6, Semag l46én Rambam Hilchos Bais Ha'bechira 1:20, 7:766Rambam Hilchos
Tefilla 11:5, Eishel Avraham Butchatch 154:1, Lewus51:1, Pri Megadim M.Z. 151:1, 153:1, Chai Adofft6l Ben Ish Chal
Va'yikra 1:1, Rav Poalim 2:20, Sdei Chemed 2:43pfétz Chaim Loshon Hara pesicha asei 7:footnotad®pb6, Be'er Mayim

Chaim, Aruch Ha'shulchan 153:4, Shevet Ha'Levi3:lIgros Moshe O.C. 1:45, 51:2, Yabea Omer O.C4:p&ye 61, Halichos
Shlomo Tefilla 19:1:footnote 10, Bais Yehuda pageZxfootnote 4, Mishkan Dovid pages 3-6, HalachauBsh 151:1:footnote 1|

Refer to Igros Moshe O.C. 1:45.
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Halachically Speaking

Shul or Bais Medrash
A building which was originally designated as acgldor adults to learn with éhavrusaon a steady basis (i.
at least an hour or two a day) is classified baia medrasfi® which has greatdredusha*

Talmid Chachum
Except as noted below, all tdeim discussed in this issue also applies talmid chachumwho may consider
abais medrasthis home since he spends most of the day there.

Treating a Shul Properly
When leaving ahul one should walk with his back to the door to auvwiching his back to thsifrei Torahin

the aaron kodesH® If the exit is on the side of thehul then turning ones back when leaving is permitfed.

Accordingly, if there is nsefer Toratin theaaron kodeslit is permitted to turn ones back to it when lea/®
There is amitzvahto run toshul*® However, in theshulitself one should walk in a manner which demoresr
fear and awe oHashenf® Therefore, children should not be allowed to mrashul One who is running if
shulin order to hear kaddishis allowed to do s&*

Many poskimsay that one should not raise his voice shal®?
voice since doing so is needed for the learing.

However, one who is learning may raise

One should not spit in shul*® especially if one does not spit in his hosé. goes without saying that or]
should not spit in front of other people becausegiso disgusts thef?.

One should not throw garb&Jesuch as candy wrappers or tissues on the flooa siiul?® There is an
uncertainty if one has to pick up garbage thatédes on the floor of thehul®® It would seem that the righ

3 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to Divrei Chachim 9:126 who says in the name of Horav Moshe dtein zt’| that abais
medrashis if people learn there all day. See Tefilla Kchioso 2:36 who quotes the opinion of Horav Shiatatman Aurbach wha
says that oushulsare considered to mteimedrashinbecause people learn there.
14 Refer to Mesechtas Megillah 26b, Rambam Hilchdsilid Torah 4:9, Reishis Chuchma Shar Hayira 15:4&@e Shulchan Aruch
153:1, Mishnah Berurah 3, Aruch Ha’shulchan 151:5.

5 Mishnas Yosef 26:3, see Mishnah Berurah 3, Shaeyian 9.
16 Refer to Yerushalim Berochos 5:1, Reishis Chuclimar Hayirah 15, Magen Avraham 132:6, Kitzur ShaftiAruch 25:7, Doleh
U’mashka page 152, Derech Sicha page 322.

" Bais Yehuda 2:footnote 10. See ibid:pages 2122 Hiépth on this topic.

18 Bais Yehuda 2:footnote 10.

19 Shulchan Aruch 90:12, Birchos Naftali 2:page 116.

% Magen Avraham 24, Ben Ish Chai Mekeitz 1:2-3, HitShulchan Aruch 12:11, Mishnah Berurah 41. Thaesis true for dais
medrash(Bais Yehuda 3:footnote 2).

L Bais Yehuda 3:footnote 4.

22 Reishis Chuchma Shar Hayira 15:page 187, MoretzBah 155.

% Bais Yehuda 3:footnote 12.

24 Refer to Shulchan Aruch 151:7, Magen Avraham 9eBideitiv 9, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 9.

% Shar Ha'tzyion 15, Mishnas Yosef 26, Halacha Baut51:31.

% Mishnah Berurah 24. Refer to Ben Ish Chai Vayikrt0 who mentions if one does something disgustirfgont of his friend he
will have to give ain andchesboron his action.

%" Kaf Ha'chaim 48. This is very common for those wémoke to throw cigarette butts on the floor. Téi®uld not be done

(Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 19:footnote 2, Mishnas ¥b26:2, Bais Yehuda page 259). In regard to tyraishulinto amatzahbakery
beforePesachsee Lechem Salma 2:13, Maharsham 5:61, Bais Ygbagia 263. It would seem that doing so &hteibelis permitted
since it does not have tkedushaof ashul

% Mishnas Yosef 26:2:page 134.

# Refer to Bais Yehuda 16:footnote 8.
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Halachically Speaking

thin%lto do is to pick up the garbage from #fril’s floor.>® One should keep the garbage cans outside of the
shul

There is a discussion in tfp@skimif one who cuts or bites his nails $hul may throw them onto the flodf.
L’'maseh doing so is permitted since it is a small thirfgjch is not a disgrace to tisaul®

Touring a Shul
One is not allowed to take a walk $hul without a specific purpos&.Many people tour olghuk to see the
beauty of them. There is uncertainty in squoskimif this is permitted> Theminhagseems to be that doing 50
is permitted, since it is an honor for thieul that people come to see its beatity.

Entering a Shul for personal reasons
The Gemorahin Megillah®” says one who goes intoshul (or abais medrash to call his friend should read|a
halacha Mishnaltt® or posukbefore calling his friend® One who is not a learned person should eitheatel
child to read gosukfor him or should sit down for a few moments beferlling his friend® This halacha
applies anytime one enterslaul for personal reasoff$ The reason why thesstzahshelp is because now one
is not going to thehulonly for his personal reason but he is learniregetas welf? Someposkimsay one whd
can avoid relying on thesstzahsshould do s§?

One who is going intshulto get or return aiddurmay do so without sayingtalachaetc. since he is going i
for amitzvah(chesedl** The same is true if one is calling his friend tmizvah® For example, one may do
into shulto tell a friend that his mother is on the phogte, One who is enteringshulto do amitzvahand also
to retrieve something from thehul etc. is subject to machlokes haposkiih he is required to do theaitzvah
before retrieving the objeé.

=]

There is an uncertainty among faskimif one who sticks his hand intosaulto retrieve an item is required to
mention ahalacha etc?’

% Bais Yehuda pages 260-263.

31 Opinion of Horav Chaim Kanievsky Shlita quotedBais Yehuda 16:12:footnote 7. It is permitted tagel mice traps in shul
(Bais Yehuda 16:8:footnote 13 quoting the opiniéiorav Chaim Kanievesky Shlita).

%2 Refer to Mishnas Yosef ibid.

33 Opinion of Horav Chaim Kanievesky Shlita quotedisis Yehuda page 259, see Halichos Shlomo Téfltéootnote 2:page 232.
3 Shulchan Aruch 151:1.

% Bais Yehuda 3:footnote 18.

% Kapei Aaron 16, Lekach Hakemach Hachodesh 15Mathkan Dovid 5:44:page 86.

%7 28a, Rosh 4:7.

% Mishnah Berurah 11. One who saysalachaetc does not have to sit when doing so (Bach, Wrda’shulchan 151:4, Kaf
Ha’'chaim 25).

% Elya Rabbah 4, Mishnah Berurah 12. There is ammainty if theposuketc has to be said immediately upon enteringsthe or
right before you call your friend (Bais Yehuda 1)0:3

40 Rambam Hilchos Tefilla 11:9, Tur, Shulchan Aru@&i1l. Some say if one is not a learned person iefriend should tell you a
devar Torah(Bais Yehuda 10:2:footnote 8). The amount of titmet one has to sit if he is not learned is thestitntakes to walk
through two doors which is the time it takes to kmaight tefachim(Refer to Darchei Moshe 1, Rama 151:1. See MislBethrah
13).

“! Bais Yehuda 10:1:footnote 6.

“2 Refer to Rashi to Mesechtas Megillah ibid “oy.”

“3 Shar Ha'tzyion 151:2.

*4 Bais Yehuda 10:footnote 19.

“5 Bais Yehuda 10:6.

“% |bid:10:9:footnote 23.

*" Bais Yehuda 10:10:footnote 24.




Halachically Speaking

It must be stated that someskimmaintain that theitzahof waiting also applies to a learned person as e

Therefore, one cannot say such a person is behagogectly by waiting without sayinglalacha etc.

Entering Dueto the Sun or Rain
Entering ashulbecause it is hot or raining outside is forbiddfi.it is too cold outside and one wants to er

the shul to heat up it is also forbiddéfi This halachaapplies even to &lmid chachuni* According to some

poskimthe aforementione@itzah of saying ahalacha etc would not work in this situatioi. The Aruch
Ha’shulchart® maintains that sayingtelachaetc does help. However, even #heich Ha'shulchanopines that
waiting without saying an{forah does not help in this case even for an un-leapeedor* In any case, the
minhagis not in accordance with th&ruch Ha’shulchanThe reason is because one has a choice notdo
the shul for shelter since he can go somewhere ®l@ne who was learningorah may walk into ashul
because of the sun or rat.

One who is so cold or so hot that he wants to ehtsshuland learn may do S8.There is an uncertainty in tH
poskimif one who is already learning can wait in greuluntil the rain stops®

Shortcut
One should not useshulas a shortcut between two locatidh©ne who has no other way may cut throug
shulif he says @osuk,etc’® Some say one may useslaul as a shortcut for mitzvah®* However,I'halacha
one should not rely on this opini6hOne who iddaveningor learning inside ahul may exit out a door that
closer to his destinatict.

Some say that one should exit gteul from a different door than he entered from. Byngdoihis one shows the

shulis dear to hint* Others say it is mitzvahto do s&°

It is very common for ahulto have different rooms whenginyanimare taking place. One is permitted to w

through one room to get to another room. The reasdrecause the entighul is considered to be one bj

room?®®

“8 Refer to Chai Adom 17:12, Shulchan Shlomo 151ifzu Shulchan Aruch 13:3, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 2¢atii 6.

9 Mesechtas Megillah 28b, Shulchan Aruch 151:1, kéviy, Ketzos Ha’'shulchan 29:1.

*9 Bjur Halacha “b’chama.”

*1 Mishnah Berurah 151:6.

2 Mishnah Berurah 151:4, Shar Ha'tzyion 2.

°3151:4.

** Bais Yehuda page 252:35.

%5 Shar Ha'tzyion 2.

* Shar Ha'tzyion 2, Halacha Berurah 151:16.

" Opinion of Horav Chaim Kanievesky Shlita quotedis Yehuda 12:3:footnote 6.

%8 Refer to Bais Yehuda 12:4:footnote 8.

%9 Refer to Mesechtas Berochos 62b, Megillah 29ahRosgilla 4:9, Shulchan Aruch 151:6. One is peraditto go through thezras
nashiminto theshul (Mishkan Dovid 4:12:footnote 28 quoting the opimiof Horav Korelitz Shlita). Refer to Tzitz Eliez#2:16.

® Bjur Halacha “la’sosa derech,” Kaf Ha'chaim 35,vi@i Chachumim 9:123, Bais Yehuda pages 247-24%hkéin Dovid
4:7:footnote 17 quoting the opinion of Horav KoteliShlita, see Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 19:2:footh@®. The Bais Boruch
2:17:83:footnote * says tHealachais not like theBiur Halacha It is unclear where thBais Boruchgot this from.

%1 Kol Bo 17, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 6, Biur Hetla “I'katzer darko.” For example, if one will missit intefilla b’'tzibur then
he may take a shortcut through giaul (Mishkan Dovid 4:3:footnote 11).

®2 Bjur Halacha ibid.

%3 Mishnah Berurah 151:6.

% Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 7, Kaf Ha'chaim 37.
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% Levush 5, Elya Rabbah 9, Magen Avraham 7, Be’dtiH®, Mishnah Berurah 21, Bais Yehuda 11:footr@e
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Halachically Speaking

Somimsay one who cleans thleul is permitted to take a shortcut through sineil to get the supplies that I
needs.

Entering with Personal Belongings

Entering ashul with a walking stick® and other such items that one is matkpidon are permitted® Walking
in with a knife which is uncovered and visible @liidden. The reason is because a knife shorténsutid
tefilla Ie7rl|gthens lifd? When eating irshul (see below) one is permitted to bring a knife ishuil to cut the
challah

In Eretz Yisroelit is very common for soldiers to carry their gunt shul to daven The question arises

doing so is permitted accordinghalacha Many say that since the soldiers have no chaicehave to carry it

because of danger he may carry the gun on hishitk in shul’> However, others say if possible one sho
remove the gun befoavening’® Others say since it is common for a soldier t@ycargun, he may also do §
in shul™

One is not allowed to entershul without covering his hea@.One is permitted to take off hifillin shel rosh
in shuleven if in the interim his head will be uncovefé®ne should try to convince a worker who igicibut
is notfrum to wear ayarmulkawhile he is working irshul”’

It would seem that one should not ergieul while carrying an umbrell&

Hatzalahmen are permitted to walk inshulwhile wearing a radio on their befts.

A bike should not be brought intcsaul®

% Aruch Ha’shulchan 8, Yaskil Avdi 2:5:9:page 14kyn&i Yushfei 1:23. For this reason one is permittedo into theArizal’s shul

to get to the cave because it is considered onsobig (Mishkan Dovid 4:20:footnote 44).

8" Mishkan Dovid 4:5:footnote 13.

% Refer to Mesechtas Berochos 63a, Tur 151, Kol BoShulchan Aruch 151:6. Refer to Orchos Rabbeipade 74:41 who wa
stringent with bringing a walking stick inghul (Refer to Ben Ish Chai Vayikra 1:6, Kaf Ha'chaii®)3An old or weak person doe
not have to be stringent (Ben Ish Chai ibid, Kafddaim ibid, Halacha Berurah 151:28).

%9 Bach. Some say it is permitted to walk intshaulwith a wet towel from thenikvah(Bais Yehdua 4:7:footnote 17, Doleh U’'mash
page 101). One should not read even a Jewish agwsjn ashul (Piskei Teshuva 276:page 44). It is permitted &dkvinto ashul

with a wallet containing money (Bais Yehuda 4:18)regard to bringing in music instruments teralsee Lev Chaim 2:9, Chasa
Sofer C.M. (Hashmutos) 192, Sdei Chemed Bais Hasmse2:paes 228-229, Mishnah Berurah 338:10, Igmshe O.C. 2:30
Betzel Hachuchma 2:85, Zekan Aaron 1:6, Yaskil A&di:7, 8:29, Shevet Ha'Levi 1:26, Minchas Yitzchal®7. Theminhagis to

allow music in ashulfor simchas bais ha’sho’evamd for asiyum(Halacha Berurah 151:7, see Be'er Sarim 3:62:5).

"0 Refer to Mesechtas Berochos ibid, Shulchan Ari&h@, Taz 2, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 8, Elya IR#b10, Mekor Chaim 6|,

Mishnah Berurah 22, Aruch Ha’'shulchan 10, Kaf Hialien 42, Igros Moshe O.C. 5:20:8, Shevet Ha'Kel2ugB, It is forbidden to
shechtand animal in ghul (Aruch Ha’shulchan ibid).

"I Refer to Biur Halacha “b’sakin,” Mishkan Dovid %:footnote 9.

"2 Tzitz Eliezer 10:18, Ohr L'tzyion 2:45:59, Be’eai®m 2:10, Oleinu L'Shab’each 2:page 576.

3 Tzedaka U’'mishpat 12:footnote 42. Refer to Pidleshuvos 151:16. Some say it is bettedldwenby yourself than in ahulwhile
wearing a gun (Tzedaka U’'mishpat ibid).

" Yechaveh Da’as 5:18, Rivevos Ephraim 2:66, 6:431:1

5 Shulchan Aruch 151:6, Levush 6, Magen Avraham Bhkiah Berurah 22, see Elya Rabbah 10, Bircheeiv®s Refer to Biur
Halacha “oy.”

% Bais Yehuda 4:5:footnote 11.

" Mishkan Dovid 5:27:footnote 54 quoting the opinimrHorav Elyashiv Shiita.

"8 Birchos Naftali 2:page 126:3.

" Bais Yehuda 4:15.
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Halachically Speaking

Children should not drop their knapsacks off ishaland then go to play outside.shul should not be used &
a storage closét.

Shoes/Rubbers

Some say walking intshul while wearing shoes shows a lack of hoffoHowever, as a matter dfalacha
I'maseh walking intoshul wearing shoes is permitt&dWhen it rains many times dirt gets stuck to thetdso
of the shoes. One should remove such dirt fromshies before enteringsaul® One should not walk int
shulwearing rubbers over his shoes since doing socailke the floor of thehulto get wef®

Lights/Ner Tamid

The custom is to light candles etc near shatzas honor for theshul®™ These candles should be lit befg
people come tshul®’ However, theminhagis not like this. Manyzadikimlit these candles themselves and
not let theshamosof the shul do it® There is a discussion in toskimif this light may be from electri
light.2® Someposkimrequire one to have wax candles th@relowever, many have the custom to have ele(
lights by theshatz®* The candle by thehatzmay be extinguished aftdavening®

|.86

Aside from these lights, there is an additionahtign theshul which is always kept burnirf§. This light is
called thener tamid, and is kept lit in honor offashemwho is found in everghul® The custom in man
places is to have an electrier tamid while some say it should be made of wax cantiles.

Kissing Someonein a Shul

Kissing a child (or anyone else) inshul etc® shows that he is demonstrating love to that peessahnot to
Hashem Therefore, one may not kiss a child whilesiul®’ (Parenthetically mangoskini® say it is not a goot
idea to bring young children tshul They tend to run around and cause people notetalde todaven

properly)®®

8 Oleinu L'Shab’each 2:pages 575-576, Yalkut Yosgf:26, Mishkan Dovid 5:25:footnote 48 quoting thenion of Horav Korelitz
Shlita, Birchos Naftali 1:page 126:4. One shoultibring a carriage intshul either. If a child does not want to go out of tagriage
then one is permitted to bring the carriage with¢hild intoshul (Birchos Naftali 2:page 126:3).

8 poskim.

82 Magen Avraham 91:5, Kaf Ha'chaim 25.

8 Mekor Chaim 6, Birchei Yosef 151:8, Yalkut Yosé1129.

8 Refer to Eben Ezra Bereishis 35:2, Rambam Hilchefila 11:10, Shulchan Aruch 151:8, Levush 8, Bsin Chai Vayikra 1:6,
Aruch Ha’shulchan 10, Kaf Ha'chaim 44, Bais Yehdd&0. The same applies to dust on one’s shoesHiahaim 38).

8 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Mishnah Berurahl@, Shevet Ha’Levi Y.D. 120:3, Be'er Sarim 3:38:3

8 Refer to Mesechtas Megillah 28b, Shulchan Aruch:d5Levush 9, Magen Avraham 10, Be'er Heitiv 1&fd® to Pela Yoetz
(Hadlaka) pages 172-173 (new).

8 pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 10, Elya Rabbah 15,hvih Berurah 27, Aruch Ha’shulchan 10, Kaf Ha'chaBn

% piskei Teshuvos 151:footnote 85.

8 Kochvei Yitzchok 1:12, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:702.

% Mekor Chaim 151:9, Be’er Moshe (kuntres electfif01.

91 Mishkan Dovid 5:34.

92 Magen Avraham 514:34, Mishnah Berurah 34, Be'ein$4:60:3.

9 Shulchan Hatohar 148:1.

% yosef Ometz 327, Biur Halacha 514 “sh’harei,” Mish Berurah 31, 34, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 29:2, Minfimgoel Torah 151:2.
% Refer to Be’er Moshe (kuntres electric) 7:101.

% Bais Yehuda 14:1.

7 Sefer Chasidim 255, Rama 98:1, Aruch Ha’shulch&@.9

% Magen Avraham 98:4, Be'er Heitiv 2, Pri Megadinsii#@| Avraham 98:1, 151:18, Elya Rabbah 98:2, Kath&m 13, Me’am
Lo’ez Devarim 4:page 1238.

% Refer to Bais Yehuda 16:4.
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Halachically Speaking

Some say this concern only applies durdayening and one would be permitted to kiss someonshul if
there is nalaveningtaking place™®

Many times a child is crying and if the father wabldiss the child it would calm him down. This typiekissing
is permitted in ahul The reason is because one is not doing it to dbeavfor the child, but just to calm hir
down. Furthermore, the child’s crying causes othetsto be able to concentrate @sveningproperly*®*

One is permitted to kiss the hand of one’s fatherebbe after analiyah since it is done out of honor ar
humility and not lové® The same is true when someone s@lyabbat Shalorto you and kisses ydd® One
who receives a kiss may kiss the person B&tk.

A Chossorat hisaufruf should not kiss or be kissed by anyonstinl*®®

A Ravis permitted to kiss his congregants in orderriogothem closer tétlashem This is permitted because
is being done out of love tdashen®

Sleeping in Shul

One may not sleep (even a temporary sleep)shui but in abais medrastit is permitted:®’ It is a pious act
not to sleep in &ais medrasteither’®® However,al pi din doing so is permittéd® even for someone who do
not learn there a whole da}f Some say for such a person only a temporary steeermitted-** while

someone who learns there a whole day may even alémm sleep’? A talmid chachunmay even sleep in

shul'*® Some say if one sees his friend sleepingshudhe should wake him up?

115

It is not proper for one to sleep whildRavis speaking (in ahulor abais medrash > One who feels that he

too tired to hear thehiur should go outside of tHeismedrashetc and sleep there.

Making a Condition- T'nai
The Gemorahin Megillah'*® says that thehulsin Bavelwere built on a condition to permit certain adts to
be done in them. There is widely held belief tha condition was made at the time of the buildaighe shul

1% This is the opinion of Horav Moshe Feinstein £#$ related by Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita). Thasen is because tHiglachais
brought inHilchos Tefillanot inHilchos Bais Hakenessé¢dorav Yisroel Belsky Shlita).

101 Bais Yehuda 14:2:footnote 4, Kovetz Olos Hachodeglage 21, Oleinu L'Shab’each 2:page 579, V'eimbuMichshal 5:page
51.

102 Kaf Ha'chaim 151:6, Ohr L'tzyion 2:45:35, Bais Ve 14:3, Ishei Yisroel 11:footnote 64, Rivevos B 8:436:38:page 288.

See Be'er Sarim 2:17.

193 Bais Yehuda 14:4:footnote 6.

194 Ohr L'tzyion ibid.

195 Mishkan Dovid 5:30.

1% Mishkan Dovid 5:31. Those who havelaupahin shulsshould be careful about kissing (Rivevos Ephrai&6p

197 Refer to Mesechtas Succah 28a, Shulchan AructB1B&vush 3, Shemrias Haguf V’hanefesh 88:1,

108 Refer to Rav Akiva Eiger 151:4.

19 g5hach Y.D. 15, Be'er Heitiv 8, see Rama Y.D. 286Refer to Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 74:40.

10 Refer to Mekor Chaim page 448:3, Mishnah BeruhSke Biur Halacha “avol,.” Kaf Ha’chaim 31.

1 Mishnah Berurah 151:16. Fotaimid chachureven a long sleep is permitted ibais medrasi{Mishanh Berurah 151:16).
12 Chai Adom 17:14, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 13:4, Mishaerurah 151:16.

113 Mishnah Berurah 151:15, Kaf Ha'chaim 30.

14\/'ein Lumo Michshal 1:page 146:19, Rivevos Ephr&im80:9.

115 Refer to Be'er Heitiv 151:5, Mekor Chaim page ®}8Chesed L'alafim 151:5, Kaf Ha'chaim 151:29, Wdiumo Michshal
1:page 48:1, see ibid:footnote 26.

110284, see Rashi “al,” Rosh 4:7. See Aruch Ha'starict4 who does not understand why a condition tatlpd.
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Halachically Speaking

that there should be rikeedushaon theshul then one is permitted to conduct himself as hagas in such
shul However, this is not a simple mannié&t.

Many Rishonimhold that such a condition only helps aftestaul in Chutz L’aretzis destroyed to perm
mundane activities on the spot thieul once stood'® According to thes®ishonima condition would not helf
for a shul while it is still standing. OtheRishonimhold that a condition helps even when 8fail is still
standing-*® Most poskimdo not follow this second opinion. Some say a @@ only helps when thehul is
still standing in cases of extreme neces¥tySome say in any case the condition should be mat®ud at

the time of building thehuletc!*

It is important to point out that the whole disaogsof making a&’nai only applies to conduct that is conside
a little kalos roshlike eating and drinking?®> However, activities that argivrei chol but notkalos roshare
permitted??

A condition does not help to call your friend frarshul*?* A condition does not permit joking and foolif
around in ashul'®

It is very difficult to permit mundane activities ashulin Eretz Yisroekven with a conditio’?® The shulsin

Eretz Yisroelre alwaykodesh while those irChut L’aretzwill be uprooted and moved tretz Yisroelwhen
Moshiachcomest?’ Most poskimsay that a condition does not help $twulsin Eretz Yisroet?® while others
maintain a condition does helf.

L'maseh one is permitted to eat and drink istaul (even if he is not &almid chachurin Chutz L'aretziand in
Eretz Yisroehccording to somposkin) if it is of utmost necessity?°

Eating/ Drinkingin a Shul
Generally one should not eat or drink istaul**! A talmid chachunwho can'’t find a different place to eat m
eat in abais medrash® since he learns there a whole Hayit is considered his hormé* The Mishnah

17 Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:166.

18 Tosfas Megillah ibid, Mordechai Megillah 829:patf® Tur, Bach, Prisha 9, Shulchan Aruch 151:11 ulsevi1, Mishnah Berura
33.

119 Refer to Biur Halacha “avol” who quotes the Risinon

1201bid, Aruch Ha’shulchan 13.

121 Refer to Tur, Shulchan Aruch 151:11, Magen AvratiginBe'’er Heitiv 12, Levush 11, Mishnah Berurah &fuch Ha’shulchan
12. The Machtzis Ha’'shekel 12, Elya Rabbah 17 aighivah Berurah 32 say the condition does not hawetsaid out loud. Refe
to Bais Yehuda 19:10.

122 Refer to Magen Avraham 14, Pri Megadim Eishel Aanm 14, Be'er Heitiv 14, Mishnah Beruarah 14, Arttziishulchan 3.

123 Mishnah Berurah 34, Aruch Ha’shulchan 2. Thigien in theshuk inEretz Yisroe{Mishnah Berurah 38).

124 Bjur Halacha “lo.”

125 Opinion of the Rambam quoted by the Ran in MesecMegillah page 9a, Bais Yosef 151, Magen AvralidmShar Ha'tzyion
20, Biur Halacha “lo,” Kaf Ha'chaim 66.

126 Bajs Yehuda 19:footnote 11.

127 Tosfas Mesechtas Megillah ibid “batei,” Korbon Beel Mesechtas Megillah 4:50, Levush 11, Machtzigshekel 15, Elyal
Rabbah 21, Mishnah Berurah 37. Refer to Magen Aamal5.

128 Egotnote ibid, Magen Avraham 12, Shulchan Aruch:15, Levush 11.

129 Orchos Rabbeinu ibid, Biur Halacha “avol.”

130 Outcome of the opinion of the Biur Halacha “avd@&e Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Halichos Shlomo Tefiall

131 Mesechtas Megillah 29a, Rashi “ein,” Tosfas “elRambam Hilchos Tefilla 11:6, Tur 151, Shulcharughn 151:1, Levush 1}

Refer to Yalkut Yosef 151:pages 240-241. (In rdgarsmoking in &hulsee Sharei Teshuva 154:20, Ben Ish Chai VayilsaKaf
Ha'chaim 151:10, Melamed L’hoel 1:15, Yaskil Avdi@ 4:7:3, E.H. 6:1:2, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:158¢l®bs Naftali 2:page
174:footnote 19). One who learns ibas medrashall day should ask Ravbefore smoking (Birchos Naftali 2:page 125).
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Halachically Speaking

Berurah® says one should not be stringent in this situat®eme say the reason whytadmid chachumis
allowed to eat in Aais medraslis because it would Hgitul Torahif he has to eat outsidé®

Someposkimsay in order to qualify astalmid chachurone only has to know a minute amounfTofah®’
This heterdoes not work to permit eating irshul

One who is learning or listening tcshiurin abais medrasifand he does not meet the requirement fatraid
chachum may drink in thebais medrashf he becomes thirsty, so that he does not havaterupt his

learning:*®

It is important to point out that althougtiadmid chachummay eat and drink in laais medrashhe may still not
act in a disrespectful way inbeis medrasf®

Many times wherehillim or ashiuris said inshul cake and drinks are distributed. This is permitiedause it
is being done to strengthen the recital oftétellim or to increase attendance at shéur.**°

Children who come tshulmay eat irshulbecause in this way they will be able to answésanidishetc!**

Seudas Mitzvah

Theposkimsay that eating seudas mitzvats permitted in ahul or abais medrasfi*? Some say if one has 1
other place to make seudafor a siyumthen it is permitted to be made inshul (or bais medrash™*® The
minhagis to make aiyumand serve food oBrevPesachin ashul (or bais medrash™**

The custom is to allowhalosh seuda® be made in ahul (and in abais medrash**°

The custom is that bar-mitzvahkiddush a kiddushfor a baby girl and gahalom zochoare permitted to b
made in ahul (or bais medrash**® The same is true forsheva berochosr anaufrufkiddush**’ Others say fif

132 shulchan Aruch 151:1, Machtzis Ha'shekel 1, ElybBah 2, see Taz 1. Refer to Biur Halacha “m’do¢hdishnas Yosef end o

29.

133 Aruch Ha’shulchan 5. Learning an hour or two daes make them eligible for thiseter (Opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita

quoted in Bais Yehuda 17:footnote 7).

134 Mesechtas Megillah 28b, Rashi “may,” Tur, Ramayush 2, Elya Rabbah 2, Mishnah Berurah 7-8, KafcHaim 16. Opinion of

Horav Elyashiv Shlita quoted in Divrei Chachumimi®4. One who learns in a camp or bungalmis medraston a daily basis may

lesfglt and drink there because it is considered hmizeh®lishkan Dovid 2:7:footnote 19 quoting the opmbf Horav Korelitz Shlita).
151:9.

136 Mishnah Berurah 151:7.

13" Da’as Torah 151:page 4.

138 Bjur Halacha 151 “v’ein.” Refer to Kaf Ha'chaim 9zedaka U’mishpat 12:footnote 17.

139 Bjur Halacha 151” v'yeish omrim,” see Aruch Ha’sthan 2.

199 Bais Yehuda 8:footnote 9.

141 Bais Yehuda 8:11. Refer to ibid:8:footnote 24 atieg candy from the bags thrown by amfruf in a shul or bais medrastis

allowed.

142 Refer to Shulchan aruch 151:4, Magen Avraham BEMegadim Eishel Avraham 5, Levush 4, Elya Rabbal$dme say a big

seudais forbidden (Machtzis Ha'shekel 5).

143 Mishnah Berurah 20, see Pri Megadim ibid, Kaf Haim 34, Yoma Tova L'rabbanan 4:1. The Aruch Halshan 6 says one i

permitted to make seudafor asiyumevenl’chatchilah. There is a discussion in tpeskimif one is allowed to make seudas siyuni

in shul etc that he does not learn in (refer to Yoma Tbvabbanan 4:3, Mishkan Dovid 2:8). Bas-mitzvahmay not be made in

shul (Igros Moshe O.C. 2:30, see 1:104).

144 Kapei Aaron 47.

145 Ketzos Ha'shulchan 29:12, Yalkut Yosef 151:3, Yaath Da’as 3:10, Ohr L'tzyion 2:10:4, Mishnas Y02&f10, Minhag Yisroel

Torah 151:1, Yabea Omer 10:14.
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Halachically Speaking

one has a different place to make the above mesdiseudasthen one should do s&° A chanukas habayi
seudafor theshuland akesivas sefeforahseudaare permitted in ahul**® Thekiddushthat most places hav
on Simchas Toralo celebrate the completion of therah may be made in shul*° Making achosson Toral
or chosson Bereishis kiddughalso permitted in shul (or bais medrash*>*

If a kinusis made in &hul (or bais medrashone may serve food and drinks to the participairtse the point
of thekinusis to bring the people closer tashent>?

The custom is to give out drinks and cake aftersaifh ashul (or bais medrash'®?

Yartzeit

There is a custom to give out schnapps and calshuhwhen one hagartzeit Some say this should not |
done since eating and drinking may not be done sha'>* However, the custom is that doing so
permitted™>° Horav Yaakov Kamenetsky z&kplained the reason as follows: Some say thecedorgive out
I'’chaim and cake in the morning is because there was espidad custom to fast on the day oneyaazeit
but one was able to redeem himself from fastingilbing aseudato poor people. When one gives ¢iahaim
and cake irshulthose who eat there sometimes do not eat brediéasiuse they are on the way to work, s
essence it is seudafor poor people which is mitzvahand permitted in ahul**®

Fundraising Dinner

A fundraising dinner is permitted to be held irstaul because the fundraising dinner is for the berwéfihe
shul Similarly, other functions which are for the binef the shul may also be performed inshul®®’ Of
course if there is an alternative way to do itinashulit is definitely preferred®

Shteibel

The idea of ashteibelis something that was not around years ago. lerawl rid ashul or bais medrastof
kedushamany make their places dfveningetc ashteibeland then all actions are permitted th&rfeOn the
other hand many were against callinghal a shteibelbecause it does not have the s&edushaas ashuland
one is losing out on many other advantagesaffuaby calling a place where peoglavenmerely ashteibel*®

146 Refer to Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 75, Bais Yehuttmt®ote 17 in depth, Shevet Ha'Levi 9:29, Dolehmashka page 101
Mishkan Dovid 2:21.

147 Tzedaka U'mishpat 12:footnote 19 (old print), Miah Dovid 2:22, Divrei Chachumim 9:125. Refer toliefeos Shlomo Tefilla
19:footnote 1.

148 Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:158, see ibid:4:46.

149 Mishnas Yosef 27:10, Mishkan Dovid 2:15.

%0 Bais Yehuda pages 230-231.

151 Mishkan Dovid 2:24.

152 Mishkan Dovid 2:10.

153 Mishkan Dovid 2:11:footnote 26 in depth.

154 Sdei Chemed bais hakenesses 40:page 241, Kafaia@8, opinion of Rav Ben-zion Abba Shaul zt’l tein Birchos Naftali
2:page 122:footnote 10.

1% Orchos Chaim (Spinka) 151:11:page 56, Keren D8Vighage 49b, Igros Moshe O.C. 1:45, Yalkut Yosef:4500tnote 7, Doleh
U’'mashka page 101. Refer to Mishkan Dovid 2:231fiot¢ 52.

156 As explained by Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.

5" Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita quoting the opiniontéérav Yaakov Kamenetsky zt"l.

138 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.

159 Refer to Piskei Teshuva 2:276:page 44, Igros Md3H@. 2:44, Divrei Chaim C.M. 2:32, Tzitz Eliezerl2:10-11, Teshuvos

V’hanhugos 2:113, Piskei Teshuvos 2:151:footnof@ 10
160 piskei Teshuva 276:page 44, Teshuvos V'hanhugh71:165, 166, Kinyan Torah 4:55. Th&eah ShearimandBais Yisroel
Shteiblachare not reashteibelsand have the sankedushaas a regulashul (Mishkan Dovid page 27).
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Halachically Speaking

Summer Resorts

It is very common for bungalow colonies to havelace designated fodaveningwhich is also used for

concerts, play$®! parties, and othenyunim of kalos roshetc. The fact that the building is not calleghal
does not matter since everyone wantshall where they are staying, and even conduct sBgdasto
commemorate a newshul” Some say the justification is that they do nanivanykedushato go on this
building and this was noted before the building Wwast. However, &'nai does not help fokalos rosh and to
say they don’'t want this to besaul at all is not a simple manner, since thenghel would not be a place g
kedushaat all. It is praiseworthy for summer resorts dnahgalow colonies to a have separate building
conduct these activities even if it goes into exjieme it is well worth the money spent ortt.

Living on top of a Shul

Preferably one should not have his house on topsbiul*®® A goy should not live on top of shul either'®*

This halachaonly applies to a situation where one had an apart and then ahul is made underneatt
However, if the house was originally set up thatréhwould be ashul below the apartment then it

permitted®> Although some say one should still remove himfeifn such a situatiott’ the minhagis to be
lenient®” This would explain how all over the world we have&oncept of @hteibelwhere theRav usually

lives above thehul®®

TheRambar® says that one is permitted to live on top shal but he must make sure that he does not ha
bathroom directly above thearon kodeshOthers say one’s bedroom should not be on tapsbiul either:”®
Some say if th&hulchan Aruclwould have seen thieshuvaof the Rambamhe would not have said that o
should not live above shul'* TheTaZ"? says that one should not live abovghaland it is a danger to do
The reason is because by having people live aim&hul it is very common that one will not maintain ittime
cleanest manner, and it will hold back tiedllos from going up tashomayim Most poskimreject theTaz’s
reasoning that because of the unclean conditiantefttios do not go up tshomayint’® However, one shoul
be stringent, since thEaz says that he lived on top ofshul when he was Ravand lost some of his childre

r’l in his lifetime, because he lived on top of gheil* ™

161 Refer to Divrei Chachumim 9:125.

%2 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shilita.

183 Mordechai Mesechtas Shabbos 228, Bais Yosef Ifdlcan Aruch 151:12, Levush 151:12. Refer to Artighishulchan 15-16
Shemiras Haguf V’hanefesh 209:4, Minchas Shlomd:14 Some say thidin applies to a women'’s section as well (Avnei Yush
4:17:3). See Yalkut Yosef 151:footnote 46 on thegjion if theshul has to be the highest building in town (Shulchaoch 150:2)
how is it possible that a person was able to steefop of it, see Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 19:fodmé:pages 233-234.

184 Taz 4, Divrei Malkiel 5:10:page 19, Yalkut Yose§1t36. The Aruch Ha'shulchan 154:1 says ik'iai to be concerned for th
Taz

185 Darchei Moshe 2, Rama, Magen Avraham 17, Mishnatuiah 41, Pinenei Rabbeinu Kehillas Yaakov 1:p@@eRefer to Pri
Megadim M.Z. 4. This is true even lHretz Yisroe(Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 17, see Biur Halactmatar”).

186 Magen Avraham 18, Be’er Heitiv 16, Elya Rabbah8f Ha’chaim 75. Refer to Mishnah Berurah 42.

187 Refer to Yabea Omer O.C. 6:26.

168 Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:712.

189 pe’er Hador 74:page 166, see Sefer Chasidim 8348:4@5, Birchei Yosef 151:10, Sharei Teshuva 1&hktah Berurah 40. Son
say even the floor below ttaaron kodesthaskedushgLev Chaim 2:30, Torah L'shma 20). TMishnah Berurahs not lenient like
the Rambammentioned above (Avnei Yushfei 1:24:2).

170 evush 151:2. Refer to Halichos Shlomo Tefilla3l9:

1 Chaim Shaul 1:56.

172151:4, see Be'er Heitiv 16, Chesed L'alafim 151:12

3 Shar Ha'tzyion 151:22, Mishnas Yosef 33.

17 The Aruch Ha’shulchan 17 says it can't be thatftaelost some of his children because he lived abasteub
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Halachically Speaking

Many poskimsay the whole concern is if one lives directlytop of theshul but if one lives on second or thi
floors etc there is no concetfr.Others hold one should be stringent in this siomeas well*"®

A shulmay have a bathroom on the second floor ofthésince it is for the need of ttsiul'’’
The aforementionebalachosapply only to ashuland not to dais medrasfi’® Therefore, & eshivamay have|
dormitory facilities on top of &ais medrast’® Although some say when learning at home he shbelih a

place that there is no bathroom directly on topiof,*®° theminhagis not like this opinion.

When one goes to a hotel, the room which is usukdsignated fodaveningusually has rooms built directly @
top it. The reason why this permitted is becaush stefilla room does not have ttkedushaof ashul ***

There istléa2 discussion in thposkimif a catering hall is permitted to be built abavehul Someposkimare
stringent.

In a hospital or nursing home tin@inhagis to have ahul on the bottom floor even though there are peg
sleeping etc upstairg?

Some say the custom seems to be lenient in regdhgt$ehalachosbecause in many cases it would be diffig
to find a place talaventhat does not have a dwelling on top dfit.

This would explain why manginyanimare made in a basement and a tenant lives on top

5 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Shevet Ha'Le\27,:10:35:3, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 19:footnote ¥@&bea Omer O.C. 6:26,

Asei Lecha Rav 5:page 346.

176 Avnei Nezer O.C. 32, Vayeishiv Moshe 2:8-89, NekMkovod B'tefilla page 177:89 quoting the opiniai Horav Chaim
Kanievesky Shlita, opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shiifaoted in Avnei Yushfei 1:24:3.

17 Mishkan Dovid 8:17, Piskei Teshuvos 151:footnod®.1Nonetheless, thearon kodestshould not be underneath the bathro
(ibid).

178 Eishel Avraham Butchatch 151, Shevet Ha’Levi 938&yeishiv Moshe 2:88, Mishnas Yosef 34.

1791t is therefore permitted foriéollel to be underneath apartments (Divrei Shalom 5:38hké&n Dovid 8:22).

180 Kaf Ha'chaim 74. One is allowed to daven in hisis®even if a bathroom is directly on top of yoiskBi Teshuvos 151:29).

181 Be’er Moshe 3:22, Betzel Hachuchma 2:56, Mishkanib page 24. The same is true fdtewerthat has a room where ttaven
(ibid:page 24). See ibid:page 25.
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182 Mishkan Dovid 8:24:footnote 44. In regard tavékvahon top of ashul see Igros Moshe O.C. 4:51, Minchas Yitzchok 4:43,

Mishkan Dovid 8:18.
183 Mishkan Dovid 8:19.
184 K'rayna D'igrasa 2:86:page 96, Minhag Yisroel @brl51:3:pages 278-279. Refer to Eretz Tzvi 1:31.
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Dovid in Yeshiva Torah Vodaas.

Each week a different area of contemporary Aalacha is reviewed with an emphasis on practical applications of
the principles discussed. Significant time is spent ensuring the inclusion of all relevant sh/ttos on each topic, as
well as the psak of Horav Yisroel Belsky, shlit’aon current issues. Detailed footnotes are provided for further
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mdl@thehalacha.com. A nominal fee will be charged. Weekly sponsorships are available, please call 718 744
4360.

0 Copyright 2007 Moishe Dovid Lebovits. All rights reserved.

13




