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Burial in Eretz Yisroel

eople are frequently sent to Eretz Yisroel for
Pburial, especially with the advent of modern air
travel. Is there a reason for one to choose to be
buried in Eretz Yisroel? What if one instructs his family
that he does not wish to be buried there? Is there a
preference for burial in Yerushalayim over other cities
in Eretz Yisroel? Is it permitted to exhume a grave in
order to bring the niftar to Eretz Yisroel? Sometimes the
chevra kadisha will place dirt from Eretz Yisroel in the
coffin; what is the source and reason of this custom? All
these issues and others will be addressed in this issue.

Burial in Eretz Yisroel

It is apparent from the Gemorah' that there is a benefit to
be buried in Eretz Yisroel. This is learned from the fact that
Ulah died in Chutz Laaretz and was brought to Eretz Yisroel.
The Gemorah says that although he was buried in Eretz
Yisroel, there is a difference between living in Eretz Yisroel
and be buried there, and living in Chutz Laaretz and being
brought to Eretz Yisroel for burial.* The Yerushalmi® says one
who dies and is buried in Chutz Laaretz in essence has two
deaths (disadvantages). One who dies in Chutz Laaretz and
is buried in Eretz Yisroel only has one death. We know that
Yaakov Aveinu commanded Yosefto bury him in Eretz Yisroel
(see below).! In addition, Yosef instructed the Brei Yisroel to
remove his bones from Mitzrayim.®

1. Kesubos 111a.

2. Gesher Hachaim 1:27:8:1.

3. Meseches Kelayim 9:3.

4. Rambam Hilchos Melachim 5:11.

5. Bereishis 50:25.
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Many poskim mention the custom to be buried in
Eretz Yisroel as well.® Today the custom of many is in fact
to be buried in Har Hazeisim outside of the Old City of
Yerushalayim.

Reasons
There are a number of reasons for burial in Eretz Yisroel.
The Gemorah® says that one who is buried in Eretz
Yisroel is considered as if he is buried under the mizbeach.
Furthermore, one who is buried in Eretz Yisroel is
considered as if he has no sin.? This latter reason is quoted
in the Rambam™ as well as other poskim."

Why Did Yaakov Wish to Be Buried in Eretz Yisroel?

When Yaakov was about to die he requested of his son
Yosef not to bury him in Mitzrayim.”* Rashi® quotes three
reasons for this request: First, the dirt will turn into lice.
Second, those who die in Chutz Laaretz will only merit
techiyas hameisim by their bones rolling to Eretz Yisroel.
Finally, he was concerned that the Egyptians would make
him into an avodah zarah.

Parent Do Not Wish to Be Buried in Eretz Yisroel
There is an opinion in the poskim who maintains that it is

a mitzvah for a child to make arrangements for a parent to

be buried in Eretz Yisroel. However, if the parent specifically

6. Refer to Keser Shem Tov 2:page 676, Shevet HaLevi 2:207, Minchas Yitzchok 7:136, Chelkes
Yaakov Y.D. 206, Tzitz Eliezer 11:75, Gesher Hachaim 1:27:8:1, Beer Moshe 7:page 325:5.

7. Gesher Hachaim 1:27:8:1.

8. Kesbuos 111a.

9. This is quoted in Medrash Tanchuma Vayichei 6.
10. Hilchos Melachim 5:11.

11. Shach Y.D. 363:3. See Meseches Kesubos 111a.
12. Bereishis 47:29-30.

13. Bereishis 47:29 “al”
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said not to bury in Eretz Yisroel then the child should not go
against the words of the parent.'

Yerushalayim vs. Other Cities in Eretz Yisroel

There is a discussion in the poskim if there is any
preference for burial in Yerushalayim versus other
cities in Eretz Yisroel. The opinion of some poskim is that
Yerushalayim is preferred over other cities in Eretz Yisroel."
One reason is that since burial in Eretz Yisroel is as if one is
buried under the mizbeach, one should be buried as close to
the Bais Hamikdosh as possible.'®

Opinion of Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”l

It is recorded that Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”l did not
advise burial in Eretz Yisroel. However, he wondered aloud
why a certain gadol hador was not buried in Eretz Yisroel.
Based on this, his family decided to bury him in Eretz
Yisroel.""

The Case Against Burial in Eretz Yisroel

Many times when one is buried in Eretz Yisroel the
relatives do not have the opportunity to visit the niftar too
often. The Sefer Chassidim'® says that it is beneficial for the
niftar when people come to visit and daven for the neshama
of the niftar. Others say based on the Zohar if one did not
live in Eretz Yisroel during his life he should not come to
Eretz Yisroel and defile the ground to be buried after he
died.

14. Maharlbach 63, Pischei Teshuva Y.D. 363:2.

15. Tzitz Eliezer 14:79:2, Shevet HaLevi 2:207:2.

16. Ibid.

17. Stated in the Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society 36:page 28.

18. 710. Refer to Tosfas Meseches Sotah 34a “avosi.”
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Harav Henkin zt"I* was against this custom, as he felt
that it exhibited haughtiness and arrogance. It used to be
the custom to bury a dead person with lavish clothing.
Poor people who could not afford this would leave the dead
person in the street. Because of this, Rabban Gamliel left a
will that he should be buried in a simple shroud and plain
box. From that point on this became the custom. We see
that one is not supposed to spend a lot of money on a burial.
Even if one argues that it is a hiddur to be buried in Eretz
Yisroel, it is uncertain if one has a right to spend a lot of
money on this. He says, this is considered stealing from the
widows and orphans since this will become the custom of
many, and if they do not do it, the niftar may be disgraced.
Perhaps it may be permitted for a gadol hador in order to
show kovod hatorah. However, for others it is definitely not
proper to do. One who has received a large inheritance
should not waste it on caskets, marble monuments, and the
cost of the trip to Eretz Yisroel. Rather, he should use the
money to support Torah and give tzedakah.*

The Satmar Rebber zt "' was also not in favor of this: “We
have not seen or heard that any of the righteous people or
leaders of the generations did this.”

Exhuming the Grave to Bury the
Niftar in Eretz Yisroel

Generally one is not allowed to exhume a grave in
order to bury the niftar in a different place.”® The Bais
Yosef** explains that this is difficult for the niftar since he

19. Am Hatorah 1:15:page 5, Teshuvos Ivrei 66, 68:3.
20. Teshuvos Ivrei 66:page 90.

21. Divrei Yoel 2:103, see Divrei Yoel on Vayichei pages 515-516, Teharas Yom Tov 6:pages 112-
113.

22. Tur Y.D. 363, Shulchan Aruch 363:1. Refer to Shevet HaLevi 5:185:3, Bnisivi Chesed V'emes
5747:pages 43-49 in depth.

23. Y.D.363.
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is scared of the yom hadin. Others say it is a disgrace for
the niftar.* Typically, it is only permitted after the body has
decomposed and one only moves the bones.”

One exception (among others)* to this is for the purpose
of burying the niftar in Eretz Yisroel*” One can see from
here that burial in Eretz Yisroel is desirable. Based on this,
the Har Tzvi*® was asked if the Karliner Rebbe zt”l, who died
in Chutz Laaretz, was allowed to be taken to Eretz Yisroel.
In addition, the Rebbe zt’l yearned to live in Yerushalayim
and those close to him knew he wanted to be buried there;
therefore, it was permitted to bring him to Eretz Yisroel.

There is an opinion in the poskim that if one is buried
in Chutz Laaretz on condition that he is brought to Eretz
Yisroel later on then he may be disinterred and brought to
Eretz Yisroel.

Moses Montefiore

Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”I® was asked whether or not
Moses Montefiore and his wife may be brought to Eretz
Yisroel for burial. Harav Moshe zt’l ruled that “only a child
has the authority to exhume the grave, not a third party.
In addition, this would be a disgrace for all the Sefard
and Ashkenaz Rabbonim who are buried in Chutz Laaretz.
Furthermore, Montefiore instructed his relatives to bury him
in Chutz Laaretz even though he knew about Eretz Yisroel.
If he wished to be buried in Eretz Yisroel he should have
come in his later years to Eretz Yisroel in order to die there.
Therefore, one should not go against his will”

24. Refer to Gesher Hachaim 1:26:9.

25. Gesher Hachaim 1:26:2:1.

26. Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 263:1.

27. Tur Y.D. 363, Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 363:1. Refer to Am Hatorah 1:15:page 5.
28. Y.D.274.

29. Igros Moshe Y.D. 3:153.
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Easier to Visit

A question was posed to Harav Moshe Feinstein zt"| if a
child is allowed to exhume the grave of his parent in order
that it is easier for him to visit the grave. He ruled that this
is not permitted especially since this is not for the benefit of
the niftar but for the benefit of the child. In addition, going
to visit a grave of one’s parents is not an obligation.

Grave Site Not Protected

If the cemetery is not protected properly from vandalism
it would be permitted to move the body to Eretz Yisroel or
even to a different cemetery in the same country* This
question arose when Gaza was given to the terrorists and
there were many Jews buried there.

Dream

The Chelkes Yaakov** was consulted by someone who was
instructed in a dream to move his relative’s body to Eretz
Yisroel. One who has this question should discuss it with his
local Rabbinic halachic authority.

Wicked Person
One who was known to be a wicked person should not
have his body dug up and brought to Eretz Yisroel for burial.**

Dirt from Eretz Yisroel

The custom is to place dirt from Eretz Yisroel on a niftar.®
It would seem that this is only if one is buried in Eretz
Yisroel. The custom of where to place the dirt varies. Some

30. Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 363:1. Refer to B'nisivi Chesed V’emes 5747:pages 43-49 in depth.
31. Y.D.206. Refer to Shevet HaLevi 2:207:5.
32. Chelkes Yaakov Y.D. 206:2.

33. Rama Y.D. 363:1.
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have the custom to put it on the niftars forehead; others
place it on the shrouds, while others place it under his head.

Even those who are buried in Chutz Laaretz have some
connection to Eretz Yisroel. The custom in Chutz Laaretz
is to place some dirt from Eretz Yisroel in the coffin. Some
question why bringing dirt from Eretz Yisroel to Chutz
Laaretz is of any benefit.**

34. Gesher Hachaim 1:27:9. Refer to ibid who has an explanation. Also see Refer to Keser Shem
Tov 2:page 677.
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INTRODUCING heat”

original mix

urdgeal re

A HEALTHY REPLACEMENT FOR MEAT
DERIVED FROM NUTS AND OTHER
NATURAL INGREDIENTS

neat is an easy-to-make, great tasting
replacement for ground beef. Even the most
choosy meat-eater will love this healthy and
quick way to serve your family’s favorite dishes.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

visit EATneat.CcomMm
email SALES@EATneat.comM
call 866.637.neat (6328)

E MAKING neat IS A SNAP!

2 T WATER 2 EGGS MIX WELL 7 MINUTES

OR SUBSTITUTE
ADD WATER AND TWO EGGS TO A PACKAGE OF NEAT AND MIX WELL.
BROWN ON MEDIUM, JUST LIKE GROUND BEEF, IN A NON-STICK
SKILLET FOR SEVEN MINUTES.

Substitute egg whites or vegan egg replacement, add extra water as needed

INGREDIENTS: PECANS, GARBANZO BEANS, GLUTEN FREE WHOLE GRAIN
OATS, ORGANIC GLUTEN FREE WHOLE GRAIN CORNMEAL, SEA SALT, SPICES.
CONTAINS TREE NUTS (PECANS)

ITEM NUMBER UNIT NET. WT. CASE COUNT  CASE WT. ITEM UPC CASE DIMENSIONS

neat FOODS, LLC. LANCASTER, PA EATneat.coM
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Business Accounting
Financial and Tax Planning
Business Management and Consulting
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DANAS
BAKERY

Dana's Bakery brings you

a unique experience by
revolutionizing the traditional
French Macaron with an
authentic American twist.
Flavors include Peanut Butter & Jelly, Red Velvet,
Key Lime Pie, Birthday Cake, Thin Mint, S'mores,

Coffee, Cookie Dough, Orange Creamsicle,
Fruity Cereal, and Molten Chocolate Mac!

NOT YOUR ORDINARY MACARON

—_—

S'mores Thin Mint Molten Chocolate Macl Orange Creamsicle
e itk b S Al
B sl Fomirte
W S —

Cookie Dough Birthday Cake Cup of Joa Fruity Carmal
Peanut Butter & Jally Red Valvat Koy Lime Pia Flawvor of the Month

ONLINE ORDERING - NATIONWIDE SHIPPING - SPECIAL OCCASIONS
EVENTS - CORPORATE GIFTS - PARTY FAVORS - CUSTOM COLORS & FLAVORS
MACARON OF THE MONTH CLUB

WWW.DANASBAKERY.COM 800.477.1816 o ° @ e @DANASBAKERY
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P, Thin Crust
NEWE Flatbreads

For a store locator go to
www.flatoutbread.com

Check us out at...

ufPE




EXCITING NEWS!

Cakes, Cookies, Muffins,
Pastries and Croissants at

3 BJ's Bakery are now
"=\, KOF-K Kosher Certlﬁed

A large variety of

pre-packaged
kosher pareve 55 Music Air Road
d t Owings Mills, MD
pro. ucts .are . 610 Exterior St
available in our 6-26 Metropolitan Ave Bronx, NY
b ak ery ge: 825 Pelham Pkwy
. 137-05 20th Ave Petham, NY
. ._ ~ College Point, NY 125 Green Acres Road
e : . ; 50 Daniel St. Valley Stream, NY
SR Farmingdale, NY 100 Mill Road
c oming Soo n ! 4000 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte. 347) Freeport, NY
East Setauket, NY 3635 Hempstead Turnpike
KOS h er 339 Gateway Drive Levittown, NY
¥ Brooklyn, NY 711 Stewart Avenue
pre paCkaQEd (off Belt Park‘yn:y, Exit 15) Garden City, NY
Ch ICkenI Meatl 6000 Brush Hollow Road 26 Whittier St,
Cheese and Westbury, NY Framingham, MA
. n 232 Larkin Dr. 3303 Crompond Road
Appetlze rs: Monroe, NY Yorktown Heights, NY

| COMING SOON:

901 Technology Center Dr. 1540 W Boynton Beach Blvd 1155 Palm Bay Road

Stroughton, MA Boynton Beach, FL Melbourne, FL
66 Seyon Street 4000 Oakwood Blvd 5100 NW 9th Avenue
Waltham, MA Hollywood, FL Fort Lauderdale, FL
500 N State Road 7 5901 W Hillsboro Blvd
Royal Palm Beach, FL Parkland, FL
Any questions please call
Rabbi Moishe Lebovits

Rabbinical Administrator KOF-K Kosher Supervision ,
i at 718-744-4360 « email: mlebovits@kof-k.org 2013 BJ's Wholesale Club, Inc.



